Interview with Dr. Smits, vice president for University Advancement

Hi I’m Peter Smits. I’m vice president for University Advancement. I thought we could talk today a little bit about what Advancement does and what we’re currently involved with. Of course we handle basically three things at the university. One is all of the fundraising for Fresno State, two is our Communications program, and three is our Alumni Relations program.

What is the importance of the Campaign for Fresno State?

As most of you probably know we’re in the midst of our first comprehensive campaign for Fresno State. Its importance, simply, is that it’s an opportunity for us to really improve our private support for the university. 

What difference does private giving make on our campus?

Private support really makes a big difference at a public university like ours. I once heard Chancellor Reed talk about the difference between a good university and a great university is private support. Fundraising allows us to do things that the state doesn’t normally allow us to do.

Many of you who know about the Jordan gift to the College of Agriculture know that it’s allowing us to do some magnificent things that never would have been possible without support. It also, interestingly, provides an awful lot of support in terms of scholarships for our students. So all around, with the way our economy is going these days in California, it’s important to improve private support for our university.

Why should someone give to Fresno State?

We are now, of course, in the public phase of the campaign. We launched the campaign in March of 2009. At that time we were at an amount of $132,000,000. Now we are at $144,000,000. If there are folks out there that are still trying to decide whether or not to make a gift, the first thing I would say is, please do. Secondly I would ask them to find out a little bit more about what’s going on with the university, and the things that might be intriguing and interesting to them, for private support.

How effective is the Campaign for Fresno State?

Since this is our first comprehensive campaign, it’s sometimes interesting to think about how effective we are at this first effort.  First of all, if you measure the total dollars raised, I think we are being pretty effective. At 144 million dollars to date we’re on our way to the goal of 200 million. Typically, depending on what we raised in a given year, we raised about four or five dollars for every dollar invested in fundraising. If we could all invest our money in the bank this way, we’d scurry to the bank right now. So it’s a pretty good return on investment and will make a difference in the university for years and years to come.

Why is development called a long-term process?

I’m often asked, “Why is development called the long-term process?” For me it’s relatively simple. People give money to the university, not necessarily because we need it, but because they want to. They have found something at Fresno State that intrigues them. That creates a passion and excitement in them, and that’s why folks give to the university. That process can take years and years. Development is called a long-term process because it’s all dependent upon the building of relationships, between folks of our community and the university.

How can someone give to Fresno State?

If you’re interested in learning more about the campaign for Fresno State, I would suggest that you go to our Web site, www.supportfresnostate.com. It’s a fabulous Web site and you can find out all kinds of fascinating information about the campaign and how you can give.  

