








Class NotesBlast from the past
Answer from Page 44:

She’s Pearledna (Larsen) Shropshire, a 
proud Life member of the Fresno State Alumni 
Association.

Amanda E. Holder
Alumni Profile

Amanda E. Holder (Mass Communication and  

Journalism, 1999) has had a kaleidoscopic first 30 years.  
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The Fresno State community lost a long-time 
friend with the passing of William E. Forbes: an 
alumnus generous with his time, his talent and his 
treasure. He was 85 when he died Feb. 19, 2008.

Mr. Forbes (Social Science, 1948) was born 
in Roswell, N.M., the city of spaceship sighting 
folklore. He enjoyed telling people that space aliens 
had dropped him off.

His family moved to Texas, then to Kansas, 
before settling in Fresno in 1938 as part of the 
Dust Bowl migration to the San Joaquin Valley. 
Mr. Forbes graduated from Roosevelt High School 
in 1941 and was a Navy aviator during World War 
II, barely surviving when an engine failed during 
takeoff from an aircraft carrier and his plane landed 
in the ocean. 

After Fresno State, Mr. Forbes earned 
a degree from Hastings College of Law in San 
Francisco, where he met Julie, whom he later 
married. 

Mr. Forbes, an influential, staunch 
Republican, knew Richard Nixon and was Ronald 

Reagan’s Fresno County campaign manager. He 
was a successful attorney in Fresno who spent the 
last part of his life in Washington, with his daughter 
and son-in-law, Chris and Dr. Budge Smith.

Mr. Forbes’ greatest passion was fly-fishing 
with family and friends at in the Sierra. His last wish 
was that he could go fly-fishing one more time.

The most visible sign of his Fresno State 
support is the Smittcamp Alumni House. As 
fundraising chairman, he persuaded friends Earl 
and Muriel Smittcamp to make the foundation gift 
for what now symbolizes the connection between 
alumni and the university.

“Bill was passionate about the Alumni 
Association and the need to have a decent alumni 
house,” says Smittcamp, who knew Mr. Forbes  
for 70 years. “With Bill’s drive and persistence – 
and substantial help from President John Welty 
–  the drive took off and the rest is history.”

Senior student Megan Jacobsen, who served 
on the Alumni Association’s board of directors, 
says, “Mr. Forbes showed me that Bulldog pride is 

not defined by how much 
money you give, how many 
football games you attend 
or what company you work 
for. It is about the passion 
and loyalty that you share 
with others and the lifetime 
connection it will build.”

“The Fresno State 
Alumni Association owes 
tremendous gratitude to Bill Forbes for his vision 
and tenacity as chairman of the alumni house 
project,” says Jacquelyn K. Glasener (2002), the 
association executive director.  

In 1993, Mr. Forbes was honored with the 
Arthur Safstrom Service Award, presented to an 
alumnus with distinguished service to the university.

President Welty lauds Mr. Forbes as “an 
alumnus and friend of Fresno State and a generous 
benefactor of our entire region. Fresno State, in 
particular, owes Bill a debt of gratitude for what he 
accomplished.” 

Death takes long-time alumni leader William Forbes

by Leslie Cunning

Born in Monterey, to Jack and 
Martha Holder, Amanda is the oldest 
of three girls. “We were all delivered 
by the same doctor, and he just 
delivered my cousin’s baby. He must 
be 80,” she says.

The family moved to Gilroy 
when Amanda was 2 and then to 
Hollister when she was 8. Another 
move took the Holders to Fresno by 
Amanda’s junior year of high school 
and found things to be on a much 
bigger scale. “The 
graduating class 
of Clovis West was 
larger than the entire 
student body of 
Hollister High.”

Amanda 
remembers six weeks 
in Yokohama, Japan, 
on a high school 
student exchange. 
“Because I have 
blonde hair, people 
would want to take 
pictures with me. I 
felt like a celebrity.”

She was 
accepted to the 
University of Southern California and 
Fresno State. “When I compared the 
schools, I realized I would get an 
outstanding education at Fresno State 
at a much lower cost. Plus, I was 
making new friends here and didn’t 
want to move.”

After graduation, Amanda 
moved to Maui and waited tables at 
Bubba Gump Shrimp Company while 

In Memoriam
The following Fresno State Alumni Association 
members have passed away: 

Jeanne (Andreis) Berry (1949) LIFE   
on Aug. 21, 2007. 

Mary Ann Janjigian (1940)   
on Oct. 28, 2007. 

Betty (Broadhurst) Kennedy (1941) LIFE  
on Oct. 2, 2007.

James J. Moore  on Aug. 12, 2007. 

Carol (Jackson) Morley (1967)   
on Oct. 4, 2007. 

Clarence Ray Mortensen (1951)  LIFE   
on Aug. 3, 2007.

looking for a “real” job. “I could 
hear my professor, [James] Tucker, 
saying, ‘You’re doing what?’ Mr. 
Tucker was the first teacher since 
high school who really pushed me 
to do better. I can still see the ‘AP 
Stylebook’ in my head.”

She landed a job as a 
golf tournament assistant for the 
Mercedes Championships – the PGA 
Tour season-opener – at the Kapalua 
Resort on Maui. “For an event that 

lasts one week, we worked 
long hours of organized 
chaos for 51 weeks. You 
cannot believe the time that 
goes into a professional 
golf tournament.”  

After a year in 
Hawaii, Amanda returned 
to Fresno, but soon took 
a job as an administrative 
assistant with MarketTools, 
a Bay Area Web-based 
research organization. “I 
lived in San Francisco, 
worked in Mill Valley and 
had a beautiful commute 
over the Golden Gate 
Bridge.”

She returned to Fresno as 
KSEE-24’s sales promotion and 
research director for three years, 
then moved to Chicago to work 
for CBS affiliate WBBM as a sales 
marketing manager. “Chicago is now 
my favorite city. I loved it there.” 

Two years later she became 
the director of sales and marketing 
for IMG Worldwide, a group that 

manages golf events internationally, 
as well as the career of Tiger Woods. 
“Among other events, I worked on the 
tour event that never was: [Fresno’s] 
Running Horse Golf Championship.”

In spring 2008, Amanda was 
regional sales and marketing specialist 
for REC Solar, planning to marry 
James Leath II in Hawaii and later 
hold a reception at Fresno State’s 
Smittcamp Alumni House. 

She is a life member of the 
Fresno State Alumni Association, its 
Alumni & Friends of the Craig School 
of Business (she’s president) and 
Mass Communication and Journalism 
chapters. 

“I want to help students have a 
complete college experience like I had. 
I received a remarkable education, 
made many friends when I joined 
Kappa Alpha Theta [sorority], and I 
loved going to Fresno State events. 

Bryan Moe (2003)  was named 
director of the Central California 
Small Business Development Center 
at Fresno State’s Craig School of 
Business. 

Victor Ramayrat (2002) was 
appointed Fresno Arts Council 
marketing coordinator.  

Adrian Rodriguez (2004), a former 
reporter for the Fresno Business 
Journal and editor-in-chief of The 
Collegian, launched LateUpdate.com, 
an interactive news Web site. 

Christine Mallory San Juan (2007) 
chaired the Philippine Weekend event 
in Delano.

Stephen Spach (2005) was signed 
to a multiyear contract by the New 
England Patriots as a tight end.

Natalie Spangler (2005) was 
appointed head athletic trainer at 
Mills College. 

Miscellaneous
Barbara Bird 
was appointed an 
associate professor at 
American University in  
Washington, D.C.

Nine paintings by Jeanette Brewer 
were featured in an Underground 
Railroad quilt code display at the 
Porterville Art Center. 

Going to football games is the 
Valley’s version of the NFL.”

Does Amanda want to add 
anything to this story? “Did I tell 
you that my mom graduated one 
year behind me and that we took 
classes together?”

Martha Holder got a degree 
in mass communication and 
journalism, too. And the family 
connection to Fresno State doesn’t 
end there. “My younger sister, 
Stacey Munro, is majoring in mass 
communication and journalism; my 
youngest sister, Chelsea Spencer, 
is majoring in business marketing; 
and my fiancé will graduate in 
May in speech communication and 
enter the master’s program in  
the fall.”

As spring 
2008 arrived, 

Amanda was the 
regional sales 
and marketing 

specialist for REC 
Solar, planning 
to marry James 

Leath II in Hawaii 
and later hold 
a reception at 
Fresno State’s 

Smittcamp Alumni 
House.

Amanda E. Holder is flanked by her father, Jack, and mother, Martha, after Amanda’s graduation in 1999.  
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Jennifer Brower was among 
Fresno Wildlife Rehabilitation 
volunteers who released 32 barn 
owls back into the wild.

Dr. Jeryl Wiens, a physician in 
Clovis, swam the English Channel, 
covering the 32.5-mile distance in 
14 hours, 56 minutes.  

Bulldogs of 
tomorrow

Jennifer Lucero 
(2002) and Bryan 
Heintz welcomed a 
daughter, Brianna 
Francisca Heintz, 

born Aug. 17, 2007.

John Willford 
(1997) and Janet 
Willford welcomed 
a daughter, Grace 
Kennison, born 

Dec. 27, 2006. 

Steven Perez 
(1993) and 
Michelle 
(Pelchat) Perez 

(1993), welcomed a son, Conor 
Steven, born June 2, 2007.

Shane Gunn 
(1999) and Bianca 
Gunn welcomed 
twin daughters, 

Marisol and Isabella, born  
Feb. 14, 2007.

Grad Fair introduces 
Alumni Association

About 2,000 of the 2008 Fresno State 
graduating class have already joined the 
Alumni Association.

Many expecting to receive degrees 
purchased Grad Packs when their cap-and-
gown photos were taken. Grad Pack contained 
Fresno State Alumni Association goodies, 
discount coupons for graduation necessities 
and an annual membership. 

Marriages
Air Force 2nd Lts. Amanda Baker 
(2007) and Michael Huffman (2006) 
on March 31, 2007 in Mariposa. 

Jessica Elliott (2006) and Curtis 
McNally on June 9, 2007. 

Paul Glennon (1987) and Amy Hannon 
on Dec. 28, 2007 in Maricopa, Ariz.

Amanda Lynne Smith (2003)  
and Bradley Dale Burish on  
June 30, 2007 at Beaver Creek, Colo.

Juliana Van Egmond (2007) and 
Jacob Wenger, on June 9, 2007 in Lodi. 

Retirement
Harry Andris (1970, ’72), after 35 
years as a farm adviser for Fresno 
County through the University of 
California Cooperative Extension. 

Dennis Plann (1971), following 
35 years with the Fresno County 
Department of Agriculture, where he 
was deputy agricultural commissioner. 

Cecil Rhodes (1973), who created the 
criminal-justice program at California 
State University, Stanislaus.

Linn Shipley (1973), after 28 years 
with the U.S. Forest Service and 
two years with the National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 

Alumni News

Co
ur

te
sy

 A
m

an
da

 E
. H

ol
de

r



Alumni News

FresnoState   49

Japanese maple (Acer palmatum)
This Japanese maple is on the south side of the Engineering East Building.  
It is painted in opaque watercolor on colored mat board.

I strongly believe that nature 
was created for all to enjoy, 
to treasure and to feel the 
care and love of the Creator. 
Looking from my window 
every morning, this tree is 
so close I feel it is almost 
sharing the office with me. 
Its branches and leaves 
give me a peaceful, relaxed 
feeling that overcomes 
stress and clears my mind. 
This tree is testimony to the 
wisdom of the Creator.  

Dr. Nagy Bengiamin, a 
professor of electrical and 
computer engineering, 
joined the faculty in 1999.

Leaves are  
reddish  
when new, turning medium green, 
then orange and red in fall.

Illustrator Doug Hansen teaches in the university’s Department of Art and Design.

The Fresno State campus, which has 4,000 trees, was officially designated an arboretum in 
1978. If you’d like to write about a favorite tree at the university and have it illustrated for 
Tree Portraits, contact Hansen at dhansen@csufresno.edu or 559.278.2817.

Tree Portraits by Doug Hansen
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Important privacy choice
You have the right to control whether 
we share your name, address and 
electronic mail address with our 
affinity partners (companies that 
we partner with to offer products or 
services to our alumni). Please read 
the following information carefully 
before you make your choice below:

Your rights
You have the following rights to 
restrict the sharing of your name, 
address and electronic mail 
address with our affinity partners. 
This form does not prohibit us from 
sharing your information when we 
are required to do so by law. This 

includes sending you information 
about the alumni association, the 
university or other products or 
services.

Your choice
Restrict Information Sharing With 
Affinity Partners: 
Unless you say “NO,” we may share 
your name, address and electronic 
mail address with our affinity 
partners. Our affinity partners 
may send you offers to purchase 
various products or services that we 
may have agreed they can offer in 
partnership with us.

Time-sensitive reply
You may decide at any time that 
you do not want us to share 
your information with our affinity 
partners. Your choice marked 
here will remain unless you state 
otherwise. However, if we do not 
hear from you, we may share your 
name, address and electronic mail 
address with our affinity partners.

If you decide that you do not want 
to receive information from our 
partners, you may do one of the 
following:

1.  Reply electronically by  
visiting our Web site at  
www.fresnostatealumni.com and 
clicking on the “SB 569” link.

2.  Fill out, sign and fax the form to 
559.278.6790.

3.  Call 559. 278.ALUM or call  
toll-free 866.378.DOGS. 

4.  Fill out, sign and send back this 
form to us at the following address 
(you may want to make a copy for 
your records).

Fresno State Alumni Association
ATTN: SB 569
2625 E. Matoian Way SH124
Fresno, CA 93740-8000

SB 569

Please print clearly and complete this information below to 
ensure accurate processing of your request.

c  NO, Please do not share my name, address and electronic mail 
address with your affinity partners. 

First name

Last name

Address

Current e-mail address

Daytime telephone

Signature	 Date

Alumni Association privacy notice

Write on 
Fresno State Master of Fine Arts alumni are 
making their mark in the literary world. 

Vuong Vu won the Atlanta Review’s 
International Poetry Contest. He teaches at 
California State University, Monterey Bay. 

Emily Tallman’s  poem, “Medusa,” was 
accepted by the Pacific Review. She works at 
Mills College in Oakland. 

Sasha Pimentel’s work was accepted by 
several publications, including Florida Review, 
poems in Poetry Midwest, Blood Orange 
Review and Dos Passo’s. 

Lejla Tricic and Leela Sannyasin presented 
their stories at the McNair Symposium at 
Fresno State. 

Fresno State’s new Timeout mascot gets some tips from the real deal, Victor E. Bulldog, at a 2007 Bulldog football 
game.  
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Homecoming scheduled Oct. 11
Fresno State’s homecoming tradition, which grew with a big pre-game rally and numerous 

other activities, continues Oct. 11, 2008.
That night the Bulldogs host the Idaho Vandals for a Western Athletic Conference football 

showdown at Bulldog Stadium.
Activities surrounding the game, including the usual alumni chapter gatherings and other 

homecoming events, will be announced at www.fresnostatealumni.com. 
Tickets to the game are available through www.gobulldogs.com.
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Day becomes the night 

A sunset illuminates clouds behind the Kremen School of Education and Human Development 

as Fresno State’s campus begins its nightly round of classes, meetings, study and more.
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