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Engineering alumni challenge 
themselves to help even more
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Friends and Fresno State alumni  
Mike Patton, right, and Jim Boone’s  
contributions help provide laboratories  
for today’s engineering students. 

Technician Derick   
Gangbin mills a piece of 
aluminum in one of the 
laboratories that benefits 
from donor generosity.

By Andrew Faught

It began with a phone 
conversation between a pair of Fresno 
business leaders who got their starts in 
the College of Engineering. 

Robert “Mike” Patton, president 
of Patton Air Conditioning, called 
longtime friend Jim Boone, president and 
CEO of New England Sheet Metal Works, 
to discuss the future of the college and 
some of its challenges.

“I’ve been involved in the 
Mechanical Engineering Advisory Board 
for several years, and we’ve been hearing 
year after year how hard it is to recruit 
engineering Ph.D.s,” says Patton, who 
received his bachelor’s degree from 
Fresno State in 1967 and master’s in 1972.  
“Bascially, the faculty has been begging 
for some kind of program that would 
offer initiatives for professors to come to 
Fresno State.” 

Patton decided earlier this year to 
make a $130,000 gift to the college to be used for such strategic initiatives 
as increasing faculty salaries, helping recruit and retain students and 
sponsoring research and development. 

Of the total, $85,000 will go to the college’s new endowment; the 
remaining $45,000 is payable over three years and benefits the Community 
Partners Program. The program allows the college to offer Industry Faculty 
Fellowships to boost base salaries. 

Patton’s altruism proved contagious. Inspired by his friend, 
Boone, a 1974 grad, made an identical gift. Though both men’s businesses 
compete for the same Fresno State engineering graduates, Boone said the 
contributions are critical for the future of Fresno State and the region. 

“People in the community need to invest in 
the university,” Boone says. “This is the place  
where we’re going to train young intellectuals  
for our industry, whether it’s my business or  
anyone else’s. 

Engineering dean Michael Jenkins lauds the 
pair’s “generosity, vision and commitment.”

“The College of Engineering is rapidly 
responding to the call for more and different types 
of engineers and technology managers in the 21st 
century,” he says. “Part of this response is a renewed 

focus on academic excellence, professional leadership and engaged service.”
With state finances in flux, Jenkins says the university must find more 

ways to pay for experienced, expert faculty. which Patton and Boone say 
was a benefit of attending Fresno State.  

“The No. 1 reason I made the gift 
is to give back to the university. I owe my 
education to Fresno State,” Patton says. 
“To make a difference in anything is so 
rare. Most people never get to say that.”

Boone adds, “I had been talking to 
Fresno State and knew how important it  
is to do something right now. At some 
point in time, everybody has to be pulling 
on the same end of the rope. This is one  
of those times.”

Boone wants to help keep graduates 
in the area. “Fresno State allowed me to 
gain confidence and knowledge in the 
business world. I’m very loyal because of 
that,” he says. 

“My company needs the young and 
bright mechanical engineers coming out 
of the school. I put a preference on local 
people, but I’ve had to look to Cal Poly for 
employees. I felt it was worth my financial 
investment to help reverse that trend.”

Adds Patton: “If we ever want to 
have technology manufacturing in Fresno, the first thing that businesses are 
going to ask is, ‘Where is the source of our employees?’ They’re going to 
look at Fresno State and the College of Engineering.”   b

Laboratory technician Steve Scherer dips into the 
wave tank in one engineering lab to demonstrate how 
water flows.

‘The No. 1 
reason I 
made the 

gift is to give 
back to the 
university. 
I owe my 
education 
to Fresno 

State.’

Dean Michael Jenkins



It’s more than six months before the kickoff of the 2008 Fresno State 

football season and the sun hasn’t risen near Bulldog Stadium.

Most Fresno State students are still in bed where it’s toasty. But the 

student-athletes on Coach Pat Hill’s team don’t let the 40-degree 

temperatures on a winter’s morning keep them away from the practice 

field. It will take the same commitment in August when the team 

practices in the searing Valley heat.

Hill doesn’t want any complacency to creep in following a strong 

rebound season in 2007, capped by victories over Kansas State and at 

Boise’s Humanitarian Bowl against Georgia Tech. 

He knows physical exertion, repetition and determination in both winter 

and summer will be needed starting Sept. 1, when Fresno State travels 

to New Jersey for an inaugural meeting with Rutgers of the Big East.. b

A game for  
all seasons 
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Photo Essay by Michael Karibian
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Robin Mackin, the star 
pitcher of the 2007 Fresno State 
softball team, is taking time off but 
she’s staying in touch with Bulldog 
fans via www.gobulldogs.com as a 
member of the Canadian National 
Team preparing for the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics.

Mackin blogging her way  
to Beijing

Robin Mackin

In 55 appearances, she won  
36 times, struck out 369 batters, 
had 38 complete games and won 
national, conference and school 
honors for athletic and academic 
achievements.

After the Fresno State season 
ended, she worked to make the 
Canadian National Team, playing 
a rigorous international schedule 
that was a foretaste of the 2008 
pre-Olympics plan. That plan was 
knocked off kilter when Mackin hurt 
her leg, giving her an unanticipated 
opportunity to be in Fresno for 
treatment before rejoining her team.

Although her schedule  
is packed, Mackin has made time 
to write regularly about what’s 
happening in her quest for a  
gold medal, posting a blog on  
www.gobulldogs.com.

Her initial post indicates a 
less-than-smooth start: “We arrived 
in [Las] Vegas, although barely. I 
say barely because I had a rather 
interesting plane ride. A couple 
of oxygen masks fell down as we 
were about to take off, and we 
experienced a missed approach 
on our landing, which resulted in 
screaming men and women.”

By Week 2, with the team in 
Las Vegas, things were smoother: 
“The highlight of the week … was 
the team martial arts session. Instead 
of doing our regular conditioning, 
the team met at a local karate 
school. We were encouraged to 
explore the power of our mind, as 
well as become aware of our chi. 
It was an eye-opening experience, 
and it will be interesting to try 
and incorporate those concepts 
in the softball environment. My 

Members of the 1998 Fresno State softball team joined their coach, Margie 
Wright, and her 2008 Bulldog softball team when they gathered at Bulldog Diamond 
on March 9, 2008 to remember when the 1998 team won the university’s only NCAA 
Division I Championship.

Joining Coach Wright from the championship team were Nina Lindenberg, 
Candice Bowlin Reneau, Jaime Maxey, Amber Wall, Lindsay Parker Peters, Angela 
Cervantez, Carolyn Wilson, Alicia Dowland, Daviana Wisener, Becky Witt Labandeira 
and Amanda Scott. The players presented Wright, the winningest softball coach in 
NCAA history, with an autographed team picture. 

It was Softball National Championship Day in Fresno and a big and appreciative 
crowd turned out for the occasion, which was preceded by an autograph session for 
the fans and followed by a nonconference game against nationally ranked Houston. 

The Bulldogs beat Arizona 1-0 to win the ’98 championship behind sophomore 
Scott’s three-hit, shutout pitching and senior Lindenberg’s sixth-inning home run, 
snapping a streak of 52 innings in which the Wildcats had not allowed a run. 

The team had its share of comeback performances and overcame injuries, but 
what stood out was the players’ composure and belief in themselves and the need for 
teamwork. b

Dedication recalled  
in ’98 softball champs’  
10-year reunion

Mackin is a native of 
Newmarket, Ontario, making her 
eligible for the Canadian National 
Team. However, it was her breakout 
performance during the 2007 Fresno 
State softball season that got her the 
attention she needed to be eligible 
for Olympic competition. 

roommates were so fascinated 
with the idea, that once we arrived 
home we did our own rendition of 
practicing our chi. Needless to say, 
we shared a lot of good laughs.”

Mackin missed a training trip 
to Australia and had wait to a month 
to reconnect with her teammates 
in Nebraska. “From an individual 
standpoint, although I am very upset 
about the fact that I cannot be with 
the team in Australia, I have greatly 
enjoyed being back in Fresno. [A] 
perk to being a spectator, is getting 
the opportunity to meet some of our 
loyal and supportive fans. It would 
be nice to be able to take you all 
along to Beijing!”

That’s not possible, of 
course, so Mackin will stay in touch 
electronically and rejoin Coach 
Margie Wright’s team in 2009. 

In Beijing, though, she may 
find Team Canada’s path is blocked 
by three-time defending gold 
medalist Team USA and two  
ex-Bulldogs, Laura Berg and 
Lovieann Jung.

Berg has been a U.S. softball 
team member since 1994, which 
is when she began playing at 
Fresno State. Her Bulldog career 
was capped with the NCAA 
Championship in 1998. Berg won 
gold medals in the 1996, 2000 and 
2004 Olympics. 

Jung played at Arizona 
after a season at Fresno State in 
2000, where she was on the All-
District and All-Western Athletic 
Conference first teams. She has been 
on the national team since 2002 and 
won a gold medal at the Athens 
Olympics in 2004. b
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Nina Lindenberg from the NCAA champion 1998 Bulldog softball team talks with news media (top) 
before an autograph session for fans at a reunion prior to a 2008 game.
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First was the introductory 
news conference in February, with 
media gathered in the Josephine 
Theatre. Director of Athletics 
Thomas Boeh announced that 
Lauren Netherby-Sewell had just 
received a phone call about a 
family emergency that required 
her attention. The next morning, 
Netherby-Sewell met the media, 
sped to the airport and jetted 
away to wrap things up at Hofstra 
University in New York.

A month later, Netherby-
Sewell had just arrived at Fresno 
State to begin working on the 
2008 volleyball season, but an 
Athletics Department colleague 
couldn’t make a long-scheduled 
service-club appearance. 
Netherby-Sewell stepped in with 
a few hours’ notice and told 
Optimists why she’s optimistic 
about Bulldog volleyball.

Netherby-Sewell coached 
two years at Hofstra, receiving 
honorable mention as 2006 
National Coach of the Year 
for leading the Pride to its first 
Colonial Athletic Association 
Championship and NCAA 
Tournament appearance. Hofstra 
Athletics Director Jack Hayes says 
she “is one of the most intelligent 
and successful volleyball coaches 
in the nation.”

Bulldog alumnus Bob Padilla’s passion for football propelled 
him through a 35-year coaching career from Sanger and Central High 
Schools to Fresno State and the pros in Canada and the U.S. He was 71 
when he died Oct. 15, 2007, at his Madera home.

Coach Padilla was an enthusiast, saying before more than one 
game, “I can’t believe they pay me to do this.” 

He was born in Santa Ana and played Bulldog football in 1958, 
returning to his alma mater as an assistant coach from 1968 to 1973. 
Coach Padilla was chosen as Fresno State head coach for the 1978 and 
’79 seasons. 

His eye for up-and-coming great players served him well when 
he recruited the celebrated Henry Ellard from Fresno’s Hoover High 
School. 

“I remember him being very caring – genuine and up front – 
about the person and the player,” says Ellard, who went on to a 16-year 
career in the National Football League after setting records at Fresno 
State.

A quarter-century later, Ellard still holds the Bulldog record for 
touchdown catches (25) and set an NCAA record with 1,510 receiving 
yards in his final season before being a second-round NFL draft choice 
of the Los Angeles Rams in 1983.

Besides Fresno State, Padilla coached at San Jose State, 
Michigan State, Washington State and Arizona State. 

“He was a wonderful guy and a very good coach, who really 
cared about the players. I would have loved to have had a son play for 
him,” says Garry TeWinkle, who knew Coach Padilla when he was a 
Southern California scout for Michigan State.

From 1987-1993 Padilla was linebackers coach of the Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers in the Canadian Football League. He helped the 
Bombers win the Grey Cup in 1988 and ’90.

After leaving Canada, Coach Padilla was a scout for the NFL’s 
St. Louis Rams when Mike Martz was the head coach. Martz, hired 
in early 2008 as the offensive coordinator for the San Francisco 49ers, 
remembers Padilla well: “He was able to take any player and help them 
get better than they even thought they could become. That’s remarkable 
and that’s what Bob was.”  

With all of those coaching experiences, one of Coach Padilla’s 
favorite memories was from Fresno County high school sports when 
his Central squad beat Tranquility to break a 26-game losing streak. In 
1995, Coach Padilla told The Fresno Bee, “That was our Super Bowl. 
Periodically, I run into players from that team and that’s the game they 
want to talk about.” 

Bob Padilla is survived by his wife, Carol, their four children, 
eight grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. b
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Bob Padilla had  
a passion for  
Bulldog football

Netherby-Sewell 
starts fast  
on volleyball  
changes
Fresno State’s new coach hits the  
ground running.

Boeh adds, “Lauren is 
clearly one of the nation’s most 
talented young Division I coaches. 
We are thrilled she will be leading 
our program in the years ahead.” 

Netherby-Sewell says the 
feeling is mutual: “Fresno State 
has the potential that I am looking 
for to do something really special. 
I am going from a great program 
at Hofstra …  to a great challenge. 
I think the potential is much 
higher here to go further.”

Early meetings with 
Bulldog student-athletes left 
Netherby-Sewell enthusiastic, 
saying, “What a great team. I look 
forward to getting in the gym with 
the women. I know I can impart 
right away a winning attitude. I 
know how to motivate student-
athletes – to take them and train 
them at a level where matches 
become easy.”

What clinched her decision 
was confidence in the Fresno State 
Athletics Department leadership: 
“Their value system and business 
plan was so impressive to me 
that it made my husband and me 
jump on a plane from New York 
to Fresno, California. I wanted 
to work with people who had a 
vision of success by doing it the 
right way.” 

Lauren Netherby-Sewell talks with media after her appointment as 
Fresno State volleyball coach.

A California native who 
played for Western Athletic 
Conference rival Nevada, 
Netherby-Sewell is focused on 
getting her players to “take 
control of what they can” by 
working hard on the court and in 
the classroom. 

She’s also looking for 
community support, a hallmark 
of Bulldog athletics: “We are 
going to be reaching out to the 
community, coming up with 
exciting new ways to do things and 
just getting people excited about 
Fresno State volleyball.” b 

Fr
es

no
 S

ta
te

 A
th

le
tic

s

Ph
ot

os
: F

re
sn

o 
St

at
e 

At
hl

et
ic

s



The 2007-08 Bulldog women’s basketball team 
was the first in the program’s 43 seasons to win the 
Western Athletic Conference regular-season and 
tournament championships and advance to the NCAA 
Tournament. 

Although Coach Adrian Wiggins’ team started 
out slowly with six straight losses, they turned their 
year around with 22 victories in their next 26 games, 
before losing to powerhouse Baylor in a first-round 
NCAA game in Albuquerque, N.M. 

Even in the moments after the deep 
disappointment of defeat, Wiggins was recalling the 
season as a winning one: “We have a lot of things 
to celebrate. We’ve been playing at a high level and 
getting it done in the classroom.”

And having had a taste of the highest-level of 
collegiate basketball competition, Wiggins says his 
student-athletes have seen what they need to do.  
He’s confident that time is on the Bulldogs’ side, 
saying, “We’re a young team and have an opportunity 
to get better.”  b

Bulldog women’s  
basketball makes 
history

’Dogs host inaugural 
Big 10 opponent

Fresno State fans will have 
five opportunities to cheer for 
their favorite team in Bulldog 
Stadium during 2008, beginning 
Sept. 13 with the game against 
Wisconsin – the first time a Big 10 
school has visited Fresno.

The other home games – 
all Western Athletic Conference 
contests – are Oct. 4 against 
Hawai’i; Oct. 1 vs. Idaho, which 
is Homecoming; Nov. 7 against 
Nevada; and Nov. 15 vs. New 
Mexico State. 

At least four Fresno 
State games will get national TV 
exposure, which Coach Pat Hill 
says is a key to recruiting and 
helping student-athletes realize 
aspirations to play professionally 
after graduation.

40  www.gobulldogs.com

Sports News
In other football news:

• �Former Fresno State stars 
Lorenzo Neal and Logan 
Mankins were elected as 
American Football Conference 
offensive starters at the 2008 
Pro Bowl in Hawai’i  from the 
San Diego Chargers and New 
England Patriots, respectively.

• �Fresno State sophomore  
A.J. Jefferson was chosen by  
www.Collegefootballnews.com to 
its All-America team for the 2007 
season after leading the NCAA in 
kickoff return average (a Bulldog 
record 35.8 yards). He scored on 
two returns and on a blocked field 
goal, winning WAC Special Teams 
Player of the Week three times.

• �The Bulldogs’ success as 
bowlers, even before the 2007 
Humanitarian Bowl football 
victory over Georgia Tech, 
was good for more than 1,500 
hamburgers to feed Fresno’s 
homeless through Poverello 
House. The number of burgers 
was determined by how many 
bowling pins were toppled by 
football players during pre-bowl 
competition in Boise, Idaho. 

Full details on football, 
including ticket info, are available 
at www.gobulldogs.com.

Heard joins California 
golf hall

Jerry Heard, an All-America 
golfer at Fresno State in the 
late 1960s, was inducted into the 
California Golf Hall of Fame.

Heard came to Fresno 
State as a promising junior golfer 
from Visalia and continued his 
accomplishments as a collegian, 
then turned pro in 1969. In 14 years 

on the PGA Tour, Heard won five 
tournaments before retiring with back 
injuries.

He also was a footnote in 
history: struck by lighting with Lee 
Trevino and Bobby Nichols during a 
thunderstorm that interrupted the 1975 
Western Open in Chicago.

Heard owns a golf course in 
Brooksville, Fla. 

Beiden Field upgrade 
includes new seats

All 3,572 seats at Beiden Field 
were replaced and painted Bulldog 
red before the Bulldogs opened the 
2008 baseball season and their quest 
for a third straight Western Athletic 
Conference championship. 

Over the years, minor repairs 
were made to the stadium, but the seats 
had been in place more than 20 years. 
With good weather, the new seats went 
in at the rate of about 200 a day during 
fall and early winter.  

“We had to make some facility 
upgrades if this program was going 
to move further ahead,” says Coach 
Mike Batesole, referring to other 
improvements made during the  
off-season. 

“When you get the Dugout 
Club, the administration, the alumni 
and our community all pulling together, 
we can do things like this.”  b
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Fresno State plans to add two 
women’s sports – introducing lacrosse 
and bringing back swimming and diving 
– to the university’s intercollegiate 
athletics schedule beginning in 2008-09.

Swimming and diving returns after 
being cut in 2004 for budget reasons. 

The additions underscore the 
university’s commitment to Title IX’s 
gender-equity objectives. objectives. 
Senior Associate Athletics Director 
Betsy Mosher says, “We  needed to add 
the teams to help add more scholarships” 
[for women]. 

Swimming and diving programs 
are already a fixture in California high schools, from which Fresno 
State recruits most of its student-athletes. The Clovis Unified School 
District, in particular, has a reputation for competitive success in 
aquatic sports and has constructed premier competitive facilities. 

Women’s lacrosse is established in the East, on the rise in the 
Midwest and just beginning in the West. It is a part of athletic programs 
at 120 California high schools and is a club sport at a growing number 
of schools in Northern and Southern California, Mosher says.

In the Central Valley, Mosher adds, “the area high schools have 
discussed adding it in the very near future. Now, that’s exciting.” 

Fresno State likely would compete in the Mountain Pacific 
Lacrosse Federation, whose members now are Cal, UC Davis, Stanford, 
University of Denver and St. Mary’s.

“Our anticipation is that we will be competitive in about four 
to five years in their league,” says Mosher of Bulldogs lacrosse and 
swimming and diving. 

Coaches will be asked to build their programs from the ground 
up, “do it the right way, and give them a solid base to be competitive,” 
adds Mosher.

Lacrosse will practice west of Bulldog Stadium, where it will 
compete until completion of the planned soccer/lacrosse competitive 
venue that will be directly east of Bulldog Stadium.  Also planned is 
phased construction of an aquatics competition center. Until then, 
Bulldog swimmers and divers will practice and compete in off-campus 
venues.

Says Mosher, “I’m totally excited to bring in sports that will help 
stabilize our program and can be a good fit to our community.”  b

Athletics adds 
two women’s 
sports

Betsy Mosher, senior associate 
Athletics director
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Class Notes
Alumni News

Brad Fischer shares ‘wow’ with alumni

Brad enrolled in Fresno State because of its 
“wow” factor. “In 1975, when I was a senior at Hoover 
High School, I visited Fresno State during Vintage Days,” 
he remembers. “As I walked around campus, I kept 
thinking, ‘Wow!’ After that, I did not consider any  
other college.”

His interest in business – banking 
in particular – came early. “I became very 
interested in business when I was in high 
school and worked at Harpain’s Dairy. 
Walter Harpain taught his staff the basics 
of business and was the first person I 
know who used cross-selling. A customer 
would be ready to buy milk and Walt had 
his employees say, ‘Would you like eggs 
today?’ Walt knew business.”

While at Fresno State, Brad became 
a Fresno Historical Society docent. “I 
was out at Kearney Park and noticed a 
small building in bad shape. I walked into 
Kearney Mansion (pictured above) and asked if I could 
fix it. The lady said we would talk about it, but in the 
meantime maybe I would like to be a docent.”

A year later he became the youngest Historical 
Society president. “I was 20 and the rest of the group 
was close to twice my age and older.”  

Brad went to work for Bank of America before 
graduating from Fresno State and recently celebrated his 
30th year with the bank. Not only did he find his career 
with Bank of America, he met his wife, Linda, there. 
Daughter Julia made their family complete and now 
she’s in Fresno State’s nursing master’s program.

Brad is a man of many commitments – to Linda 
and his family, to his banking career and to helping 

others as a volunteer. His commitment was honored 
when he was presented the Bank of America 2007 
Community Volunteer Award for the Fresno/Madera area. 

His most recent volunteer affiliation is serving on 
the Fresno State Alumni Association board of directors. 
“I couldn’t turn it down,” says Brad. 

“Dr. Welty asked me to serve on the board, 
and he is very convincing. The board works on 
behalf of the alumni, of course, but we also 
support our community’s most valuable resource – 
Fresno State.”

Part of that value comes from students 
volunteering in community service. He knows first-
hand how it works:

 “Young people are inclined to volunteer 
because of a mentor or an inspiring leader, which 
tends to be true for all ages. People don’t normally 
ask, ‘How can I help?’ But if someone they respect 
asks them, ‘Can you help?’ people will jump on 
board. All you need to do is ask and if the cause is 

something they believe in, the answer will usually  
be ‘yes.’”

Besides his alumni work, Brad has been active 
in the Fresno Chamber of Commerce, Valley Business 
Conference and the Alumni chapter of the Sigma Chi 
fraternity, among other organizations.

A lot going on and all because a 20-year-old 
Fresno State student answered “Yes” when asked if he’d 
volunteer. 

– Leslie Cunning is a Fresno-based freelance 
writer.

’98 softball champs meet 
FSAA Life members 

Life members of the Fresno State 
Alumni Association were treated to a private 
reception with members of the Bulldogs 1998 
NCAA Championship softball team before the 
former players were introduced at halftime of 
a men’s basketball game.

It was an opportunity for Life members 
to mingle with their favorite players, visit with 
current softball student-athletes and Diamond 
Club members. 

Alumni Profile

Alumnus Brad Fischer (Business Administration, Finance 1981) has deep local roots. 

The first Fischer family Fresno faction dates back four generations.  
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1950s
Fresno’s $140 million new federal 
courthouse was named for U.S. 
District Court Judge Robert E. 
Coyle (1953). LIFE  

Roy Christopher 
(1957, ’61) LIFE  
was the set designer of 
the Academy Awards 
program for the 18th 
time. He also designed 

the set for a revival of the Cole 
Porter-Abe Burrows musical “Can-
Can” at the Pasadena Playhouse.

James Hallowell (1955)   
participated in the Fresno Art 
Museum’s 10th annual Men Who 
Cook fundraiser.

Procopio “Guz” 
Guzman  
(1950 )  celebrated 
the 50th anniversary 
of the founding of his 

National Hardware Supply.

Eugene Kadow (1959) was elected 
a member of the Mt. San Jacinto 
Community College District Board of 
Governors in Southern California. 

Admiral Richard Myers, USN Ret. 
(1954), and his wife, Ann Myers, 
opened the Shaver Lake Youth Center 
to help young people learn from the 
wisdom and experience of elders. 

1960s
Jack Duncan (1969) and his wife, 
Marlene Duncan (1969), present 
“Veterans Inspiring Patriotism” 
programs in school assemblies and 
are advisers to Arizona’s 38 junior 
ROTC programs. Marlene is the 
nation’s only female master JROTC 
marksmanship instructor.  

Janet Johnson (1967) was one of 
the 2007 Marjaree Mason Center’s 
Top 10 Professional Women of  
the Year.

Frank Ramos (1960)  was 
awarded the U.S. Small Business 
Administration Federal Government 
Leadership Award and the Defense 
Department’s Exceptional Public 
Service Award before retiring.

Mary Leas Stegall (1967), a 
Redding City Council member since 
2001, was chosen mayor. 

Kenneth Vogel (1967) 
was elected chair of 
the San Joaquin County 
Board of Supervisors. 
He retired in 2004 from 

the Lodi Unified School District and 
farms walnuts and cherries.

1970s 
Jerilyn Chuman 
(1974) was appointed 
dean of counseling 
services and 
special programs at 
Saddleback College in 
Mission Viejo, where 

she has worked since 1979. 

Turlock High School renamed its 
renovated aquatic center for Steve 
Feaver (1971), who has coached 
school water polo and swimming 
teams to numerous championships. 

Kenneth Fugelsang  
(1959, ’72, ’81)  received an 
award from the International 
Office of Vine and Wine in Paris 
for co-authoring a text on wine 
microbiology.

Wendy (Suzuki) Horikoshi (1977) 
co-authored “Teamwork Tools: A 
Revolutionary Approach for Trainers 
and Managers.” 

Bill L. Jones (1971) 
LIFE  was awarded 
the Leon S. Peters 
Award, which honors 
business leaders for 
their contributions to 

the region. 

Glen Kajiyama (1977) was named 
federal security director at Honolulu 
International Airport. 

Gretchen (Von Schlemmer) Olsen 
(1976) was appointed solid waste 
manager for the Tuolumne County 
Public Works Department. 

A theater at the 
new Clovis North 
Educational Center 
was named for  
Daniel Pessano 
(1964, ’73),  

managing director of the Good 
Company Players in Fresno. 

Linda (Lloyd) Pitts (1973), 
despite losing part of her vision, has 
continued painting and exhibited 
at the Margaret Hudson Gallery in 
Fresno. 

Gary Soto (1974) 
hosted a reading of 
his poetry at California 
State University, 
Channel Islands. 

Robert A. 
Vartabedian (1974) 
was chosen president 
of Missouri Western 
State University after 
serving three years as 

vice president of academic affairs at 
Eastern New Mexico University.

1980s
Klif Andrews (1988), the Nevada 
division president of Pardee Homes, 
is overseeing construction and sale 
of new homes throughout the Las 
Vegas, Nev., area. 

Darrell Copeland (1988)  was 
appointed as assistant vice president 
at Central Valley Community Bank.   

Janet Elaine Davis 
(1986) was sworn  
in as chief of the  
Clovis Police 
Department.

Scott Graham (1987) is CEO of his 
business, XPACS, which stands for 
extreme personal assistant concierge 
services. 

Glenn Haller (1989) won the 
Scoop Hudgins Outstanding Sports 
Information Director Award of the All-
American Football Foundation.  

Steven LeVine 
(1980), a Wall Street 
Journal reporter, was 
portrayed in the film 
“A Mighty Heart,” 
which was released 
in 2007. LeVine 
was involved in the 

search for kidnapped and murdered 
journalist Daniel Pearl in 2002 in 
Afghanistan. Actor Gary Wilmes 
portrayed LeVine. 

Bradford 
Lewis (1980), 
who produced 
“Ratatouille” for 
Pixar Animation 
Studios, won 
Golden Globe 

and Academy Award recognition for 
his work. 

Michael Moffitt (1987) was 
appointed as Indiana Wesleyan 
University’s vice president for student 
development.

Mark Scott (1980) was selected to 
receive the Justice Robert Benham 
Award for Community Service 
from the State Bar of Georgia and 
the Chief Justice’s Commission of 
Professionalism.

Get more alumni news at www.fresnostatealumni.com
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  �Fresno State Alumni Association 
member

Tailgate season nears
Whether the Bulldogs are at home or 

away, the Fresno State Alumni Association 
hosts tailgates and pep rallies to help Fresno 
State fans get into the spirit of competition. 

Plans are for bigger and better tailgates 
at all Fresno State home games during the 
2008 season, which begins Sept. 1 on the  
road at Rutgers.

For tailgate ticket information, go  
online at www.fresnostatealumni.com. For 
game tickets and the Bulldog schedule, visit  
www.gobulldogs.com. 

“People don’t 
normally ask, 

‘How can I 
help?’ But 
if someone 

they respect 
asks them, 

‘Can you 
help?’ people 
will jump on 

board.” 

Young Alumni mix it up
The Fresno State Alumni Association 

partnered in January with Fresno Leading 
Young Professionals for the inaugural Young  
Alumni Wine Tasting, attracting some of the 
university’s newest alumni to network and 
socialize.

Fresno  
State Winemaster 
Kenneth Fugelsang 
(1969, ’72, ’81)   
and Jessup Wiley 
(2006), the Fresno 
State Winery’s 
marketing director, 
answered questions 
about the wines  
and how they were 
paired with the 
appetizers. 

The event 
was a success and 
will be repeated in 
January 2009.

Sam Iacobellis (1952), instrumental in production of the Air Force B-1B Lancer bomber, talks with 
Dr. Michael Jenkins, the College of Engineering dean, and engineering students before a flyover of 
Bulldog Stadium by two of the aircraft. The flyover preceding Fresno State’s Nov. 3, 2007 football 
game against Utah State, was by B-1Bs from Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D.

by Leslie Cunning

Painting by Linda 
(Lloyd) Pitts (1973)Pe
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Class Notes
Amy Shuklian 
(1987) was 
elected to the 
Visalia City 
Council. 

Ricardo Tellez (1988) was 
appointed director of Watsonville/
Aptos Adult Education College, 
which focuses on teaching English 
as a second language to parents of 
second-language students enrolled in 
local high schools. 

David White (1983), 
president of MEC 
Aerial Work Platforms 
Co., was elected co-
chair of the Regional 
Jobs Initiative 

Manufacturing Cluster. 

1990s
Laura Berg (1998), a three-time 
Olympics softball competitor, was 
chosen to carry the flag for Team 
USA at the 2007 PanAmerican 
Games in Rio de Janeiro.

Gregory Bethke (1992) has been 
named vice president of business 
development for Manco Abbott 
property management in the  
Fresno area. 

Joseph Bowerbank 
(1996) was appointed 
director of marketing 
for Loan Score 
Decisioning Systems, 
which provides 

automated underwriting solutions  
for lenders.

Albert Cano (1994) was hired as 
a job administrator for G.J. Gardner 
Homes in the Clovis area. 

Adrienne Cantrell (1999),  CPA, 
was elected president of the Fresno 
chapter of the California Society of 
Certified Public Accountants.

Celeste (Cox) Cornish (1996) 
was promoted to editor of the North 
Kitsap (Wash.) Herald. 

David Glyde (1995), a clinician 
and composer for Yamaha Corp., 
had an internationally successful 
album with the Concord Blue Devils, 
a program with several marching 
musical groups that have performed 
throughout the world. Glyde is the 
arranger and music coordinator.

Shirley Hughes (1991), after 
retiring as a teacher and counselor 
in Porterville, is the lead actor in the 

Web series, “Boomer Baby,” produced 
by Foxx Follies.

Thad Kennedy (1994) was appointed 
as assistant director at Camp Erwin 
Owen, a Kern County juvenile 
correctional facility near Kernville.  

Andrew McDowell (1996) was  
chosen general manager of Learfield 
Sports’ Wolf Pack Sports Properties, 
which handles multimedia rights for 
University of Nevada athletics. 

Marc Raygoza (1995) founded Vine 
Global, an online software program 
that translates languages and converts 
prices on Web sites so American  
online retailers can quickly expand  
into international markets. 

Ultiminio “Tim” Rios (1993), 
senior vice president and community 
development manager for Wells Fargo 
Bank, was appointed to the California 
Economic Strategy Council by Gov. 
Schwarzenegger. 

Ashley Swearengin (1994, ’97)  
was appointed chief operations officer 
of Fresno’s Regional Jobs Initiative in 
addition to serving as executive director 
for Fresno State’s Office of Community 
and Economic Development.

Robert Weibel (1990)  created a 
permanent public mural covering more 
than 100 feet of glass overlooking the 
San Joaquin River in north Fresno.

Yvette Wilson (1995), president of 
Rock Solid Engineering, was elected 
president of Fresno State’s branch of  
the American Society of Civil Engineers.

FresnoState   45

Alumni News

Blast from the past 

Q: Do you recognize this student body vice 
president and the Election Committee chair 
from the class of 1946?

Answer is on Page 46.

Fresno State  
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
Board of Directors
Executive Board: President Valerie
Vuicich (BS 1979); Vice President,
Alliances/President-elect Judy Sharp
Bennett; Vice President, Alumni
House Charles Small (BS 1979);
Vice President, Board and Volunteer
Development Doug Yavanian  
(BA1965); Vice President, Finance
Richard Whitten, MD (BS 1961); Vice
President, Membership and Marketing
Warren Fortier (BS 1996, MBA 1998);
Vice President, Special Events
Maureen Lewis (BS 1995);  
PastPresident John Gomes  
(BS 1979, MBA 1994).

At-large directors: Dr. Arthur A.
Parham (BS 1971), faculty  
member; Frances Peña-Olgin  
(BS 1977, MSW 1979), staff  
member; Mel Dias (BA 1971); 
Caroline (Cuadros) Edwards  
(BA 1965, MA 1990);  
David Emerzian (BS 1999);  
Bret Engelman (BS 1996, BS 1999);  
Brad Fischer (BS 1981);
Clyde Ford (BS 1980, MBA 1984);
Karri Hammerstrom (MA 1997);  
Hon. Brad Hill (BS 1977, MBA 1979);
Betsy Kimball (BA 1973); Carol
Machado (BA 1970); Stephen Ortega
(MBA 2005); R. Michael Patton  
(BS 1967, MBA 1972); Deborah 
(Koligian) Poochigian (BS 1974);  
Hon. Armando Rodriguez (BA 1959). 

Ex-officio members: University
President Dr. John D. Welty;  
Vice President, University 
Advancement Dr. Peter N. Smits; 
Executive Director Jacquelyn 
Glasener (MA 2002); Associated 
Students Inc. President Juan Pablo 
Moncayo. 

Association staff: Associate 
Director Sarah Woodward  
(BA 2002); Alumni Outreach
Administrator Katie Johnson  
(BA 2003): Office Manager Diana
Sewell; Membership and Marketing 
Coordinator Elizabeth (Ragandac) 
Salvador (BA 2000); Membership 
Data Coordinator Denise Nunez; 

Smittcamp Alumni House
Manager Lois May; Programs and
Events Assistant Peggy Ramos;
Student Assistant Natalie Dennis. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Fresno State Alumni Association 
California State University, Fresno 
Smittcamp Alumni House 
2625 E. Matoian Way SH124 
Fresno, CA 93740-8000 

Telephone:  559.278.2586
Fax:            559.278.6790
Online: www.fresnostatealumni.com

  �Fresno State Alumni Association 
member

Fresno State grads continue to 
make their names in the wine industry, 
including:

Jon Affonso 
(1999), who 
established 
his Rail Bridge 
Cellars in a 
former auto-
body shop in 
Sacramento.

Ondine Chattan (1997), director of 
wine making at Geyser Peak Winery in 
Geyserville.  

Alex Cose (1996), who makes wine in 
five California locations and consults with 
winemakers in Germany and Corsica. 

Kris Curran (1996), maker of award-
winning pinot noirs for Sea Smoke 
Vineyards in Santa Barbara County. The 
wines come from 100 acres of grapes 
representing 10 clones, five rootstocks 
and six kinds of soil. 

Bret Engelman (1996), LIFE  owner 
and winemaker of Engelmann Cellars, 
which produced two award winners in the 

By the numbers

2 Recent appointees to leadership positions with the city of Madera:  
Michael McHatten (1988), director of administrative services, and  

Mary Anne Seay (1989), parks and community services director.

2 New leaders at California State University, Sacramento:  
Beth Merritt Miller (1993), director of the Academic Advising Center  

and Career Center, and David Sutherland (1989), a touring professional for  
several years, director of golf.

20 Fresno State alumni recognized by Business Street online on its  
“40 Under 40” list of young business professionals and civic  

leaders in Central California: Jenifer Alcorn, Reza Assemi (1998),  
Anna Borgeas, Leticia (Reyna) Cano (1998, 2002), LIFE   
Cary Catalano (1999), Kevin Dillon (2001), Amanda Holder (1999), LIFE   
Ryan Jacobsen (2002, 2004), LIFE  Brandon Lamonica (2000),  
Christine Lopopolo (1994), Nathan Magsig (1999),  
Jared Martin (2000), Annie Melvold (1999), Henry T. Perea (2001),  
Caty (Massey) Perez (2005), LIFE  Eric Rawn (2001), LIFE   
Greg Richburg, Adrian Rodriguez (2004), Jessup Wiley (2006) and 
DeWayne Zinkin Jr. (1996).

Grads in the military 
Fresno State has many grads in military 
service, including: 

Daniel Astacio (2002), who graduated from 
basic military training at Lackland Air Force 
Base in San Antonio.

Joe Gentry (2007),  who received his 
commission as an Army second lieutenant, 
was stationed at Fort Rucker in Alabama to 
train as a helicopter pilot. 

Joseph Lovelace (1997), commander of the 
San Jose-based Army National Guard 1113th 
Transportation Company, deployed to Iraq. 

Ivey Mathews (2005), who completed Navy 
basic training with honors at Recruit Training 
Command at Naval Training Center, Great 
Lakes (Ill.). 

Coaches Caravan planned 
for summer 2008  

A repeat of the popular Coaches 
Caravan is planned for summer 2008.

In 2007, the Fresno State Alumni 
Association took men’s basketball coach 
Steve Cleveland and football coach  
Pat Hill to San Diego, where they enjoyed  
a private dinner with alumni and friends  
and attended a San Diego Padres game  
as a group. 

Details about the 2008  
Coaches Caravan will be posted on  
www.fresnostatealumni.com.

Lilian Yahyavi (1997) was promoted 
to relationship manager at Rabo 
AgriFinance, the U.S. agricultural 
lending arm of the Rabobank Group.  

2000s
A photo by Justin 
Conder (2004), who 
works for Patuxent (Md.) 
Publishing, was published 
in a special NASCAR 
issue of Sports Illustrated.

Kevin Dillon (2001) is a co-founder 
and president of MyTuition.com, which 
helps students and families connect 
with college scholarship and other 
assistance. 

Ryan Giannetta (2001) was 
promoted to project logistics manager 
for the Disneyland Resorts Hotels and 
Downtown Disney. 

Ashley Gomes (2005) was one of 
five recipients of the American Eagle 
Outfitters Spirit of Service Award for 
community commitment through 
Jumpstart’s early education effort. 

Laine Hendricks (2005) LIFE  has 
joined National Parks Conservation 
Association as Program Coordinator 
for the Central Valley Field Office. 

Mary Katherine 
Kerr (2004), 
agricultural teacher 
at Poway High 
School in Southern 
California. 

annual San Francisco Chronicle Wine 
Competition.

Jon Engelskirger 
(1977), appointed 
winemaker for 
Tamayo Family 
Vineyards in 
Brentwood, 
following stints at 
Turnbull, Silverado, 
Robert Pepi and 
Hanna. 

Brendan Kane (2006), who is testing 
a new barrel ozone sanitizing system. 
The project has its roots in research that 
began at Fresno State.

Rich Parducci (1992), the winemaker 
at McNab Ridge in Mendocino County 
whose family has been making wine 
since the 1930s. 

Patrick Sullivan (2002), who returned 
to Rudd Winery in Yountville as 
winemaker, where he worked earlier 
in a career that has taken him to Peter 
Michael Winery in Calistoga and Paul 
Hobbs Winery in Sebastopol. 

Alumni in our schools 
Many alumni are applying what they learned at 
Fresno State in K-12 classrooms throughout 
California. Among them are: 

Terri (Kimber) Edwards (2003), appointed 
principal of Columbia Elementary School in Fresno.

Pat Gutierrez (1965), who retired in 2005 as 
band teacher at Clovis High School, now teaches 
marimba and substitute teaches. 

Gary Ingraham, Porterville Unified School District 
director of curriculum and instruction.

Andrew Manouelian (1992), inaugural principal 
of Central Unified School District’s Harvest 
Elementary School, west of Fresno. 

Ronette McLain (2004), a kindergarten teacher 
at Golden Oak Elementary School in Visalia.

Kathleen McNamara, 
superintendent of Paso Robles 
Public Schools. 

Janice Mekeel (1980, 2004), 
principal of La Sierra Charter 
High School in Porterville.

Debbie Munro (1981),  
Lemoore Union High school 
District assistant  
superintendent.

Kaye Osborn (1975),  a  
teacher of the deaf and hard 
of hearing at Lakewood School 
in Modesto and an American Sign Language 
instructor at Modesto Junior College.

Alberto Rolón (2003), a vice principal and 
teacher at Yuba City Charter School, hired as an 
administrator by Woodland Joint Unified School 
District.  

Matthew Sozinho (2005), appointed athletic 
director at Redwood High School in Visalia. 

Dr. Paul Terry (2001), appointed superintendent 
of the Hanford Elementary School District. 

Teresa (McDonald) Wood (1986), assistant 
superintendent of instruction and personnel at 
Selma Unified School District.

Kathleen McNamara

Fresno State grads are successful winemakers

Left: Kris Curran;  
Above:  Ondine Chattan
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Class NotesBlast from the past
Answer from Page 44:

She’s Pearledna (Larsen) Shropshire, a 
proud Life member of the Fresno State Alumni 
Association.

Amanda E. Holder
Alumni Profile

Amanda E. Holder (Mass Communication and  

Journalism, 1999) has had a kaleidoscopic first 30 years.  
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The Fresno State community lost a long-time 
friend with the passing of William E. Forbes: an 
alumnus generous with his time, his talent and his 
treasure. He was 85 when he died Feb. 19, 2008.

Mr. Forbes (Social Science, 1948) was born 
in Roswell, N.M., the city of spaceship sighting 
folklore. He enjoyed telling people that space aliens 
had dropped him off.

His family moved to Texas, then to Kansas, 
before settling in Fresno in 1938 as part of the 
Dust Bowl migration to the San Joaquin Valley. 
Mr. Forbes graduated from Roosevelt High School 
in 1941 and was a Navy aviator during World War 
II, barely surviving when an engine failed during 
takeoff from an aircraft carrier and his plane landed 
in the ocean. 

After Fresno State, Mr. Forbes earned 
a degree from Hastings College of Law in San 
Francisco, where he met Julie, whom he later 
married. 

Mr. Forbes, an influential, staunch 
Republican, knew Richard Nixon and was Ronald 

Reagan’s Fresno County campaign manager. He 
was a successful attorney in Fresno who spent the 
last part of his life in Washington, with his daughter 
and son-in-law, Chris and Dr. Budge Smith.

Mr. Forbes’ greatest passion was fly-fishing 
with family and friends at in the Sierra. His last wish 
was that he could go fly-fishing one more time.

The most visible sign of his Fresno State 
support is the Smittcamp Alumni House. As 
fundraising chairman, he persuaded friends Earl 
and Muriel Smittcamp to make the foundation gift 
for what now symbolizes the connection between 
alumni and the university.

“Bill was passionate about the Alumni 
Association and the need to have a decent alumni 
house,” says Smittcamp, who knew Mr. Forbes  
for 70 years. “With Bill’s drive and persistence – 
and substantial help from President John Welty 
–  the drive took off and the rest is history.”

Senior student Megan Jacobsen, who served 
on the Alumni Association’s board of directors, 
says, “Mr. Forbes showed me that Bulldog pride is 

not defined by how much 
money you give, how many 
football games you attend 
or what company you work 
for. It is about the passion 
and loyalty that you share 
with others and the lifetime 
connection it will build.”

“The Fresno State 
Alumni Association owes 
tremendous gratitude to Bill Forbes for his vision 
and tenacity as chairman of the alumni house 
project,” says Jacquelyn K. Glasener (2002), the 
association executive director.  

In 1993, Mr. Forbes was honored with the 
Arthur Safstrom Service Award, presented to an 
alumnus with distinguished service to the university.

President Welty lauds Mr. Forbes as “an 
alumnus and friend of Fresno State and a generous 
benefactor of our entire region. Fresno State, in 
particular, owes Bill a debt of gratitude for what he 
accomplished.” 

Death takes long-time alumni leader William Forbes

by Leslie Cunning

Born in Monterey, to Jack and 
Martha Holder, Amanda is the oldest 
of three girls. “We were all delivered 
by the same doctor, and he just 
delivered my cousin’s baby. He must 
be 80,” she says.

The family moved to Gilroy 
when Amanda was 2 and then to 
Hollister when she was 8. Another 
move took the Holders to Fresno by 
Amanda’s junior year of high school 
and found things to be on a much 
bigger scale. “The 
graduating class 
of Clovis West was 
larger than the entire 
student body of 
Hollister High.”

Amanda 
remembers six weeks 
in Yokohama, Japan, 
on a high school 
student exchange. 
“Because I have 
blonde hair, people 
would want to take 
pictures with me. I 
felt like a celebrity.”

She was 
accepted to the 
University of Southern California and 
Fresno State. “When I compared the 
schools, I realized I would get an 
outstanding education at Fresno State 
at a much lower cost. Plus, I was 
making new friends here and didn’t 
want to move.”

After graduation, Amanda 
moved to Maui and waited tables at 
Bubba Gump Shrimp Company while 

In Memoriam
The following Fresno State Alumni Association 
members have passed away: 

Jeanne (Andreis) Berry (1949) LIFE   
on Aug. 21, 2007. 

Mary Ann Janjigian (1940)   
on Oct. 28, 2007. 

Betty (Broadhurst) Kennedy (1941) LIFE  
on Oct. 2, 2007.

James J. Moore  on Aug. 12, 2007. 

Carol (Jackson) Morley (1967)   
on Oct. 4, 2007. 

Clarence Ray Mortensen (1951)  LIFE   
on Aug. 3, 2007.

looking for a “real” job. “I could 
hear my professor, [James] Tucker, 
saying, ‘You’re doing what?’ Mr. 
Tucker was the first teacher since 
high school who really pushed me 
to do better. I can still see the ‘AP 
Stylebook’ in my head.”

She landed a job as a 
golf tournament assistant for the 
Mercedes Championships – the PGA 
Tour season-opener – at the Kapalua 
Resort on Maui. “For an event that 

lasts one week, we worked 
long hours of organized 
chaos for 51 weeks. You 
cannot believe the time that 
goes into a professional 
golf tournament.”  

After a year in 
Hawaii, Amanda returned 
to Fresno, but soon took 
a job as an administrative 
assistant with MarketTools, 
a Bay Area Web-based 
research organization. “I 
lived in San Francisco, 
worked in Mill Valley and 
had a beautiful commute 
over the Golden Gate 
Bridge.”

She returned to Fresno as 
KSEE-24’s sales promotion and 
research director for three years, 
then moved to Chicago to work 
for CBS affiliate WBBM as a sales 
marketing manager. “Chicago is now 
my favorite city. I loved it there.” 

Two years later she became 
the director of sales and marketing 
for IMG Worldwide, a group that 

manages golf events internationally, 
as well as the career of Tiger Woods. 
“Among other events, I worked on the 
tour event that never was: [Fresno’s] 
Running Horse Golf Championship.”

In spring 2008, Amanda was 
regional sales and marketing specialist 
for REC Solar, planning to marry 
James Leath II in Hawaii and later 
hold a reception at Fresno State’s 
Smittcamp Alumni House. 

She is a life member of the 
Fresno State Alumni Association, its 
Alumni & Friends of the Craig School 
of Business (she’s president) and 
Mass Communication and Journalism 
chapters. 

“I want to help students have a 
complete college experience like I had. 
I received a remarkable education, 
made many friends when I joined 
Kappa Alpha Theta [sorority], and I 
loved going to Fresno State events. 

Bryan Moe (2003)  was named 
director of the Central California 
Small Business Development Center 
at Fresno State’s Craig School of 
Business. 

Victor Ramayrat (2002) was 
appointed Fresno Arts Council 
marketing coordinator.  

Adrian Rodriguez (2004), a former 
reporter for the Fresno Business 
Journal and editor-in-chief of The 
Collegian, launched LateUpdate.com, 
an interactive news Web site. 

Christine Mallory San Juan (2007) 
chaired the Philippine Weekend event 
in Delano.

Stephen Spach (2005) was signed 
to a multiyear contract by the New 
England Patriots as a tight end.

Natalie Spangler (2005) was 
appointed head athletic trainer at 
Mills College. 

Miscellaneous
Barbara Bird 
was appointed an 
associate professor at 
American University in  
Washington, D.C.

Nine paintings by Jeanette Brewer 
were featured in an Underground 
Railroad quilt code display at the 
Porterville Art Center. 

Going to football games is the 
Valley’s version of the NFL.”

Does Amanda want to add 
anything to this story? “Did I tell 
you that my mom graduated one 
year behind me and that we took 
classes together?”

Martha Holder got a degree 
in mass communication and 
journalism, too. And the family 
connection to Fresno State doesn’t 
end there. “My younger sister, 
Stacey Munro, is majoring in mass 
communication and journalism; my 
youngest sister, Chelsea Spencer, 
is majoring in business marketing; 
and my fiancé will graduate in 
May in speech communication and 
enter the master’s program in  
the fall.”

As spring 
2008 arrived, 

Amanda was the 
regional sales 
and marketing 

specialist for REC 
Solar, planning 
to marry James 

Leath II in Hawaii 
and later hold 
a reception at 
Fresno State’s 

Smittcamp Alumni 
House.

Amanda E. Holder is flanked by her father, Jack, and mother, Martha, after Amanda’s graduation in 1999.  
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Jennifer Brower was among 
Fresno Wildlife Rehabilitation 
volunteers who released 32 barn 
owls back into the wild.

Dr. Jeryl Wiens, a physician in 
Clovis, swam the English Channel, 
covering the 32.5-mile distance in 
14 hours, 56 minutes.  

Bulldogs of 
tomorrow

Jennifer Lucero 
(2002) and Bryan 
Heintz welcomed a 
daughter, Brianna 
Francisca Heintz, 

born Aug. 17, 2007.

John Willford 
(1997) and Janet 
Willford welcomed 
a daughter, Grace 
Kennison, born 

Dec. 27, 2006. 

Steven Perez 
(1993) and 
Michelle 
(Pelchat) Perez 

(1993), welcomed a son, Conor 
Steven, born June 2, 2007.

Shane Gunn 
(1999) and Bianca 
Gunn welcomed 
twin daughters, 

Marisol and Isabella, born  
Feb. 14, 2007.

Grad Fair introduces 
Alumni Association

About 2,000 of the 2008 Fresno State 
graduating class have already joined the 
Alumni Association.

Many expecting to receive degrees 
purchased Grad Packs when their cap-and-
gown photos were taken. Grad Pack contained 
Fresno State Alumni Association goodies, 
discount coupons for graduation necessities 
and an annual membership. 

Marriages
Air Force 2nd Lts. Amanda Baker 
(2007) and Michael Huffman (2006) 
on March 31, 2007 in Mariposa. 

Jessica Elliott (2006) and Curtis 
McNally on June 9, 2007. 

Paul Glennon (1987) and Amy Hannon 
on Dec. 28, 2007 in Maricopa, Ariz.

Amanda Lynne Smith (2003)  
and Bradley Dale Burish on  
June 30, 2007 at Beaver Creek, Colo.

Juliana Van Egmond (2007) and 
Jacob Wenger, on June 9, 2007 in Lodi. 

Retirement
Harry Andris (1970, ’72), after 35 
years as a farm adviser for Fresno 
County through the University of 
California Cooperative Extension. 

Dennis Plann (1971), following 
35 years with the Fresno County 
Department of Agriculture, where he 
was deputy agricultural commissioner. 

Cecil Rhodes (1973), who created the 
criminal-justice program at California 
State University, Stanislaus.

Linn Shipley (1973), after 28 years 
with the U.S. Forest Service and 
two years with the National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 

Alumni News
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Japanese maple (Acer palmatum)
This Japanese maple is on the south side of the Engineering East Building.  
It is painted in opaque watercolor on colored mat board.

I strongly believe that nature 
was created for all to enjoy, 
to treasure and to feel the 
care and love of the Creator. 
Looking from my window 
every morning, this tree is 
so close I feel it is almost 
sharing the office with me. 
Its branches and leaves 
give me a peaceful, relaxed 
feeling that overcomes 
stress and clears my mind. 
This tree is testimony to the 
wisdom of the Creator.  

Dr. Nagy Bengiamin, a 
professor of electrical and 
computer engineering, 
joined the faculty in 1999.

Leaves are  
reddish  
when new, turning medium green, 
then orange and red in fall.

Illustrator Doug Hansen teaches in the university’s Department of Art and Design.

The Fresno State campus, which has 4,000 trees, was officially designated an arboretum in 
1978. If you’d like to write about a favorite tree at the university and have it illustrated for 
Tree Portraits, contact Hansen at dhansen@csufresno.edu or 559.278.2817.

Tree Portraits by Doug Hansen
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Important privacy choice
You have the right to control whether 
we share your name, address and 
electronic mail address with our 
affinity partners (companies that 
we partner with to offer products or 
services to our alumni). Please read 
the following information carefully 
before you make your choice below:

Your rights
You have the following rights to 
restrict the sharing of your name, 
address and electronic mail 
address with our affinity partners. 
This form does not prohibit us from 
sharing your information when we 
are required to do so by law. This 

includes sending you information 
about the alumni association, the 
university or other products or 
services.

Your choice
Restrict Information Sharing With 
Affinity Partners: 
Unless you say “NO,” we may share 
your name, address and electronic 
mail address with our affinity 
partners. Our affinity partners 
may send you offers to purchase 
various products or services that we 
may have agreed they can offer in 
partnership with us.

Time-sensitive reply
You may decide at any time that 
you do not want us to share 
your information with our affinity 
partners. Your choice marked 
here will remain unless you state 
otherwise. However, if we do not 
hear from you, we may share your 
name, address and electronic mail 
address with our affinity partners.

If you decide that you do not want 
to receive information from our 
partners, you may do one of the 
following:

1.  Reply electronically by  
visiting our Web site at  
www.fresnostatealumni.com and 
clicking on the “SB 569” link.

2.  Fill out, sign and fax the form to 
559.278.6790.

3.  Call 559. 278.ALUM or call  
toll-free 866.378.DOGS. 

4.  Fill out, sign and send back this 
form to us at the following address 
(you may want to make a copy for 
your records).

Fresno State Alumni Association
ATTN: SB 569
2625 E. Matoian Way SH124
Fresno, CA 93740-8000

SB 569

Please print clearly and complete this information below to 
ensure accurate processing of your request.

c  NO, Please do not share my name, address and electronic mail 
address with your affinity partners. 

First name

Last name

Address

Current e-mail address

Daytime telephone

Signature	 Date

Alumni Association privacy notice

Write on 
Fresno State Master of Fine Arts alumni are 
making their mark in the literary world. 

Vuong Vu won the Atlanta Review’s 
International Poetry Contest. He teaches at 
California State University, Monterey Bay. 

Emily Tallman’s  poem, “Medusa,” was 
accepted by the Pacific Review. She works at 
Mills College in Oakland. 

Sasha Pimentel’s work was accepted by 
several publications, including Florida Review, 
poems in Poetry Midwest, Blood Orange 
Review and Dos Passo’s. 

Lejla Tricic and Leela Sannyasin presented 
their stories at the McNair Symposium at 
Fresno State. 

Fresno State’s new Timeout mascot gets some tips from the real deal, Victor E. Bulldog, at a 2007 Bulldog football 
game.  
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Homecoming scheduled Oct. 11
Fresno State’s homecoming tradition, which grew with a big pre-game rally and numerous 

other activities, continues Oct. 11, 2008.
That night the Bulldogs host the Idaho Vandals for a Western Athletic Conference football 

showdown at Bulldog Stadium.
Activities surrounding the game, including the usual alumni chapter gatherings and other 

homecoming events, will be announced at www.fresnostatealumni.com. 
Tickets to the game are available through www.gobulldogs.com.
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Change Service Requested

Day becomes the night 

A sunset illuminates clouds behind the Kremen School of Education and Human Development 

as Fresno State’s campus begins its nightly round of classes, meetings, study and more.
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