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BLASTS FROM THE PAST answers: 
1. Gary Yamamoto

2. Kermit Fenner and Jay York

3. Bulldog football coach Darryl 
Rogers

4. Larry Anderson and Jerry Heard

5. Marilyn Daniels is the Alpha Phi 
Alpha beauty

6. Jenny Lee Showalter

7. From left, Harry Karle, an 
adviser; Al Unruh, vice president; 
Larry Mettler, president; Pat 
Ricchiuti, reporter; and Vincent E. 
Petrucci, an adviser

8. Back row left to right: Judy 
Trumbly, Carol Mathews-Head, Ann 
Kovick; front row: Pat Williams, and 
Mary Lou King.

9. Carole Sarkisian

Staying connected 

Maintaining connections 
between Fresno State and 

alumni is a primary mission of the 
Fresno State Alumni Association. The 
Web site www.fresnostatealumni.com 
is the portal for virtual connections 
worldwide.

Popular components include the 
searchable, online alumni directory, 
as well as the opportunity to submit 
class notes in several categories.

Each month, the association also 
distributes The Bulldog Byte, an 
award-winning, e-mail newsletter 
with updates about campus 
news and happenings, Bulldog 
athletic events and class note 
submissions from alumni.

To receive The Bulldog Byte, 
register your e-mail address at the 
Web site.

In Memoriam
The following Fresno State Alumni 
Association members died between  
July 5, 2006, and Feb. 1, 2007:

William Gubser (1938) LIFE  died 
Aug. 16, 2006. At Fresno State, he 
competed in the low and high hurdle 
events for the track and field team. He 
taught at Cornell Elementary School in 
Albany for 30 years before retiring. 

Eileen May Grubb  (1971) LIFE  died 
Sept. 8, 2006. She retired from the J.C. 
Penney personnel department. 

John Richard Lanotte  died Aug.14, 
2006. He was jeweler for 55 years and 
owned Gold and Gems Diamond Co. in 
Fresno.  

Alfred William Rumley Jr. (1946)
 died July 16, 2006. He enlisted in 

the Army Air Corps reserve program, 
was called to duty in his senior year at 
Fresno State and assigned to the 22nd 
Tactical Air Command 12th Air Force in 
Italy. After his discharge in 1945, Mr. 
Rumley completed his bachelor’s degree 
in history at Fresno State, then obtained 
a master’s from Stanford in 1951. He 
taught at Fresno’s Edison High School 
and at Fresno City College. 

Rose (Arkelian) Shamlin  (1938)  
died July 10, 2006. She worked at Fresno 
State for more than 30 years.

Katherine (Andreis) Yenger (1942) 
LIFE  died July 30, 2006. She was an 
elementary school teacher in Stratford.  

See additional “In Memoriam” news at  
www.fresnostatealumni.com.
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Fresno names parks to honor two alumni

T he city of Fresno is honoring 
Fresno State alumni Al Radka 

and Todd Beamer with neighborhood 
parks in memory of two men whose 
experiences on campus were 
distinctly different.

Mr. Radka, a World War II-era football 
star and student president who 
became a Fresno broadcasting icon, 
was a tireless supporter of Fresno 
State, the community and local 
sports. He died in 2005 at age 89.

Former Fresno Mayor Dan Whitehurst 
said Mr. Radka “loved Fresno and 
made it fun to be here. He was 
everybody’s favorite uncle, who  
wore goofy hats and hammed it up 
for the kids. He was a part of our 

lives … something Fresno people 
had in common.”

While Mr. Radka was connected 
with the university over part of 
eight decades, Mr. Beamer was on 
campus just two semesters. He, 
too, was an athlete and was listed 
on the 1987 Bulldog baseball 
roster.

He’s best known for his heroism 
as a passenger on United Flight 
93 on Sept. 11, 2001. When 
passengers stormed the cockpit 
to thwart hijackers from attacking 
Washington, D.C., Mr. Beamer, 
32, could be heard on an open 
telephone line saying, “Are you 
ready, guys? Let’s roll.” 

Important privacy choice
You have the right to control whether 
we share your name, address and 
electronic mail address with our 
affinity partners (companies that 
we partner with to offer products or 
services to our alumni). Please read 
the following information carefully 
before you make your choice below:

Your rights
You have the following rights to 
restrict the sharing of your name, 
address and electronic mail 
address with our affinity partners. 
This form does not prohibit us from 
sharing your information when we 
are required to do so by law. This 
includes sending you information 
about the alumni association, the 
university or other products or 
services.

Your choice
Restrict Information Sharing With 
Affinity Partners: 
Unless you say “NO,” we may share 
your name, address and electronic 
mail address with our affinity 

partners. Our affinity partners 
may send you offers to purchase 
various products or services that we 
may have agreed they can offer in 
partnership with us.

Time-sensitive reply
You may decide at any time that 
you do not want us to share 
your information with our affinity 
partners. Your choice marked 
here will remain unless you state 
otherwise. However, if we do not 
hear from you, we may share your 
name, address and electronic mail 
address with our affinity partners.

If you decide that you do not want 
to receive information from our 
partners, you may do one of the 
following:

1.  Reply electronically by  
visiting our Web site at  
www.fresnostatealumni.com and 
clicking on the “SB 569” link.

2.  Fill out, sign and fax the form to 
559.278.6790.

3.  Call 559. 278.ALUM or call  
toll-free 866.378.DOGS. 

4.  Fill out, sign and send back this 
form to us at the following address 
(you may want to make a copy for 
your records).

Fresno State Alumni Association
ATTN: SB 569
2625 E. Matoian Way SH124
Fresno, CA 93740-8000

SB 569

Please print clearly and complete this information below to 
ensure accurate processing of your request.

c  NO, Please do not share my name, address and electronic mail 
address with your affinity partners. 

First name

Last name

Address

Current e-mail address

Daytime telephone

Signature	 Date

Now these two alumni, famed 
for very different things and with 
different connections to Fresno 
State, will have beautiful parks to 
remind us of their contributions.

Radka Park, opened earlier this 
year at Fowler and Belmont 
avenues, includes two youth 

Al Radka Todd Beamer

baseball fields. Beamer Park, 
under construction at Maple and 
Plymouth avenues, will be home 
to a skate park and soccer field.
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Alumni Association privacy notice



alumni  news

50     www.fresnostatealumni.com

B ill Shaughnessy’s business career started 
somewhere around the eighth grade in the same 

place many local success stories have begun – inside 
a sweltering-hot fruit packing shed during a blazing 
San Joaquin Valley summer day. 

Today, at 42, he’s come a long way, on a career path 
that ran right through Fresno State. 

Shaughnessy is general manager of Microsoft’s Digital 
Advertising Solutions Business Group, responsible 
for the tech giant’s online advertising strategy and 
marketing. (If you are an advertiser who needs to 
reach hundreds of millions of consumers via MSN, 
Xbox Live, Windows Live and Office Live, he’s the guy 
to talk to.)

It’s work truly global in scope. Don’t even bother 
asking how many frequent-flyer miles he’s racked up.

“I can tell you my passport needs extra pages for all 
the visas I needed in the past year or so,” he says with 
a laugh. But all that travel tells him something, too.

“The world is pretty diverse, and there is no “cookie 
cutter” for who runs the top businesses,” says the 

1987 marketing grad and last year’s Fresno State 
Alumni Association Top Dog Award recipient for the 
Craig School of Business. Shaughnessy was citing a 
Wall Street Journal article that found the vast majority 
of American CEOs come from public institutions such 
as his alma mater.

“That reinforces some of the things I’ve been 
experiencing here at Microsoft,” he says. 

Fellow Fresno Staters are among his coworkers and a 
Theta Chi fraternity brother lives down the road from 
Shaughnessy, wife, Patty, and their children, Claire and 
Liam, in Medina, Wash.

The article also reinforces his Bulldog vision.

With the tech industry largely West Coast-based, 
Shaughnessy says Fresno State can represent 
regionally by contributing a steady supply of  
well-trained minds to the workforce. 

 “Fresno State will play an important role in this 
regard,” he says. “We don’t need to be a pure research 
institution. There’s research for research sake, then 
there’s applied research, which is where things 

actually happen in the commercial world. That’s what’s 
going on at Fresno State right now.”

A former professor remembers Shaughnessy as just 
that kind of forward – often counterintuitive – thinker. 

“He would always ask a different-viewpoint type 
question like, ‘Do you think consumers ask questions 
in their minds about whether they are making a 
good decision or not?’” recalls Dr. Bill Rice, one of 
Shaughnessy’s favorite teachers from the old days.

Nor does it surprise Rice that an outside-the-box 
thinker like Shaughnessy has risen to the top of his 
profession, saying, “There are students for whom it 
isn’t a question of ‘if’ but ‘when.’” 

Shaughnessy says he loves what he does, often 
working from home and clocking in before the family 
is up. In his limited downtime, he plays golf, enjoys 
watching his kids play sports and reads with a passion 
– particularly history and biographies.

“I love discovering what makes people tick,” he says. “I 
love absorbing information and making sense of it. It’s 
what I do for a living, too.”

In recent years Shaughnessy also has been giving his 
time to the National Board of Visitors, tasked in part 
with raising the university’s profile. The Campaign for 
Fresno State is a great place to start, he says.

“It captures what the university is today and what 
it aspires to become,” he says. “What I’ve been 
impressed with is the commitment of Dr. Welty and his 
leadership team.”

Shaughnessy’s parents and two of four siblings still 
live in Clovis years after his father retired from his own 
globetrotting career in international banking. It was a 
childhood on the go that gave Shaughnessy his global 
outlook on life and willingness to give back to the 
community in which he has roots.

“My experiences of living overseas as a kid prepared 
me well, and I view it as gift my parents gave me,” he 
says. “I tell my dad that all the time.”  g

Globe-trotting alum sees important role  
for Fresno State

Graham Moes is a freelance writer in Clovis.

By Graham Moes
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tree  portraits
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By Doug Hansen

About 12 years ago, 
before my husband and I 
moved to Fresno, we had 
a lovely old jacaranda 
tree in our San Diego 
yard. It was so big that 
I couldn’t get my arms 
around the trunk. In the 
spring, when it bloomed, 
it would completely 
cover our front porch 
and driveway with purple 
blooms. I loved to sit 
underneath its wonderful 
lacy leaves and let all 
my worries melt away, 
clear my thoughts and 
make plans for the next 
day.  There are only a 
couple of jacaranda in 
Fresno, but I am filled 
with wonderful memories 
whenever I see one.

Lynn Traber, administrative 
assistant in the Department 
of Military Science, has 
worked at Fresno State for 
11 years. 

Jacaranda mimosifolia
This jacaranda is on the south side  
of the Madden Library. It is painted  
in opaque watercolor on colored  
mat board.

Tree Portraits appears in FresnoState Magazine. Illustrator Doug Hansen 
teaches in the university’s Department of Art and Design.

The Fresno State campus, which has 4,000 trees, was officially 
designated an arboretum in 1978. If you’d like to write about a favorite 
tree at the university and have it illustrated for Tree Portraits, contact 
Hansen at dhansen@csufresno.edu or 559.278.2817.
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The jacaranda is native to South 
America but has found a home in 
warm climates around the world. 
The foliage is a delicate, lacy, 
compound leaf. The woody, pod-
like fruit is illustrated above.
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TRANSFORMING OUR CAMPUS

A pedestrian-friendly Fresno State with a grand entry that invites the community into the university’s academic heart is envisioned 
in preliminary sketches from a new master plan to guide growth for the next few decades. Included in the master plan are numerous 
environment-sustaining initiatives, an ambitious building program to accommodate 30,000 students and facilities that honor the 
university’s commitment to the New California. Page 14
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