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Blasts from the past – 1967

1. Leading the pack. Do you recognize 
the Associated Students president in the 
center? 

2. Standing tall. These members of “Spec-
tra,” the handbook for incoming freshmen 
and transfer students, did whatever it 
took to bring Fresno State pictures to life. 

3. Fresno State’s mascot helped the 1967 
Fresno State football team to its best 
start since the 1962 season. Do you know 
who’s holding the leash? 

4. Fore! These all-California Collegiate 
Athletic Association golf squad members 
practiced for the National Finals. 

5. Can you name this fraternity sweet-
heart flashing her golden smile.

6. The National Intercollegiate Rodeo 
Association-approved event included this 
Rodeo Queen. Can you name her? 

7. The Viticulture and Enology Club had 
strong leadership. Can you identify them? 

8. These pep girls built plenty of Bulldog 
pride for Fresno State. How many can you 
name?

9.  Do you recognize The Daily Collegian’s 
managing editor?  

(Answers on page 48)

1.

2.

4.

6.

7.

8.

9.

3.

5.
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Kenneth Herron (1982)  was 
hired as senior credit officer for Fresno 
First Bank. 

Leslie Johnstone (1989) was hired 
as chief operating officer of the Public 
Employee Benefits Program. 

Scott Krupilski (1987) was 
recognized by the Traverse City, Mich., 
Record-Eagle for winning state high 
school pole vault championships in 
1981 and 1982 before competing in 
pole vault at Fresno State.

Janice Noga (1980)  reprised 
the lead role in “Janka,” written by her 
husband, Oscar Speace (1971), at The 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival in Scotland.

Sandy “Spin” Slade (1986)  was 
the subject of the documentary, “Sandy 
‘Spin’ Slade: Beyond Basketball.” 
She was a member of the Bulldogs 
basketball team and appeared on “Late 
Night with David Letterman.”

1990s
Deborah Adishian-Astone (1994) 
LIFE  was promoted to associate 
vice president of Auxiliary Operations 
and Enterprise Development at Fresno 
State.   

Lawrence Canepa (1990) 
developed Lone Star Entertainment, 
based in Lantana, Texas.  

Adrienne Cantrell (1999),  
CPA, was promoted to director of 
administration at Baker, Peterson, 
Franklin in Fresno. 

Jeffrey Chin (1993) joined the 
Caltrans District 6 Office of Traffic 
Engineering in Fresno after working as a 
project engineer in Visalia-based Quad 
Knopf. 

Gunter Copeland (1994)  
was hired as director of advertising 
operations at the Porterville Recorder.

Trent Dilfer (1993), LIFE  a former 
Fresno State quarterback now with the 
San Francisco 49ers, was named Man 
of the Month by HIS magazine.

Ernesto Escoto (1996) was hired 
as a psychologist at The Ohio State 
University.

Anthony Forestiere (1990)  
is 2006-07 president of the Fresno 
Chapter of the California Society of 
Certified Public Accountants.  

Coral (Webb) Hansen (1991) was 
elected president of the Bakersfield 
chapter of the California Society of 
Certified Public Accountants for  
2006-07.

Timothy Jones (1998) became 
a firefighter with the Orange Fire 
Department after working as an 
engineer at Merced Fire Department. 

Bryan Juinio (1997) won his fifth 
straight Fresno City Men’s Tennis 
Championship.

Krista Lemos (1993) was appointed 
the director of communication at the 
University of Minnesota, Crookston.

Nicole (DiBuduo) Linder (1998) 
LIFE  was promoted to director of 
annual giving and donor relations at 
Fresno Pacific University.

Skip Longfellow (1993) was the 
first assistant sound editor for the 
movie “The Omen.” 

Brandon Molale (1996) appears 
in the feature films “Ball of Fury” and 
“Reno 911!: Miami.” 

Stephen Ortega (1990, 2005),  
president of the Alumni and Friends 
of the Craig School of Business, was 
hired as an account executive for FedEx 
Services in Stockton.

Jennifer Ounjian-Auque (1999), 
was honored by the National Resource 
Center on the First Year Experience for 
her work as supervisor for student life 
at Contra Costa College in San Pablo.

James Page (1990)  was 
appointed marketing director at Fresno 
PBS affiliate KVPT,  Channel 18.

Manuel Pereira (1998) was 
selected as pastor at Trinity Bible 
Church in Gilroy. 

F. Bryce Ruiz (1999) was appointed 
president and chief operating officer of 
Dinuba-based Ruiz Foods, the nation’s 
largest maker of frozen Mexican food. 
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Sarah Woodward joins 
alumni team 

Sarah Woodward, who 
earned her bachelor of 

arts from Fresno State in 
2002, has been appointed 
the membership and 
marketing manager for 
the Fresno State Alumni 
Association.

She was the alumni director 
of San Joaquin Memorial 
High School in Fresno before 
moving to her alma mater 
to succeed Peter Robertson, 
now director of annual giving 
for the university. 

As a student, Woodward was 
a nationally ranked member 
of the Bulldog equestrian 
team. Her degree is in 
mass communication and 
journalism.

One of her immediate 
tasks is to build the Alumni 
Association’s current 
campaign to enroll people 
as life members of FSAA.
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Jeff Weaver (1998), who played 
baseball at Fresno State, was the St. 
Louis Cardinals’ winning pitcher in 
Game 5 that decided the 2006 World 
Series. Weaver signed an $8 million 
deal to play the 2007 season with the 
Seattle Mariners. 

Lloyd Wilfong (1996) returned from 
Middle East deployment with the Army 
National Guard to present a flag flown 
over Kuwait to the Chawanakee Unified 
School District. Wilfong teaches at 
Chawanakee Academy in Coarsegold. 

Blong Xiong (1998) was elected to 
the Fresno City Council representing 
District 1, the first person of Hmong 
heritage elected to the council. 

2000s
Kurt Chambers (2005)  drove his 
1965 Chevrolet Nova hot rod at the 
47th annual Goodguys March Meet at 
the historic drag race track, the Famoso 
Raceway, near Bakersfield.

Ryan Giannetta (2001) was 
presented the Norm and Pat Molgia 
Alumni Award for his support of the 
Bulldog Marching Band. 

Christopher Healy (2004) was 
promoted to the director of expansion 
for Sigma Nu Fraternity Inc., overseeing 
expansion efforts at campuses across 
North America.  

Timothy L. Johnson (2004),  a 
fiddler for the Sons of the San Joaquin, 
was appointed director of the Merced 
College Orchestra Ensemble.  

Adam Longatti (2002) painted four 
landmark images as the centerpiece 
on Fresno County’s 150th anniversary 
quilt. 

James McCall (2004) was 
appointed director of retail programs at 
Northwest Arkansas Community College 
in Bentonville, Ark.  

Graham Moes (2001) won the 
second runner-up prize at the inaugural 
Kairos Prize for Spiritually Uplifting 
Screenplay for his adaptation of 
Howard Pyle’s “Men of Iron.”

Kristine Norris (2005) joined ICG 
Financial as an assistant vice president 
of corporate and private client services.     

Henry T. Perea (2001) was elected 
president of the Fresno City Council. 

Demetrius Porter (2001), a former 
Fresno State basketball player, was 
inducted onto the Wall of Fame for West 
Fresno Middle School.

Jennifer Reimer (2002), a former 
Associated Students president and 
chair of the California State Student 
Association’s board of directors, was 
appointed a California State University 
student trustee by Gov. Schwarzenegger.  

Jeffrey Schmidt (2003), Hoover 
High School’s boys basketball coach, 
was named Coach of the Year for 
the County Metro Conference. He is 
completing his master’s degree in 
special education at Fresno State.  

Jonathan Shabaglian (2002) 
released an album, “Stay Near,” and 
performed at the JoshuaFest music 
festival in Quincy.

Bruce Stelma (2005) was hired 
as a teaching assistant at Maria 
C. Romero High, part of the state’s 
Division of Juvenile Justice, in Paso 
Robles.

Nick Watney (2003), a standout 
golfer at Fresno State, ranked 72nd 
on the 2006 PGA Tour money list with 
$715,944, assuring his participation in 
2007 tournaments. 

Ryan Weber (2000) founded 
Radiant Photography, which is based in 
Las Vegas.      

Dashaun “Eastwood” Woodard 
(2000), a hip-hop artist based in 
Los Angeles, signed with Jaded 
Entertainment and released the album, 
“Making History.” 

Etc.
David Bonetto and Eric Gomez 
opened PREEN Salon in Fresno. 

Roger Dibble was hired by Vacation 
Finance in La Quinta to head its 
Western Region expansion.

Margaret (Foley) Meredith 
received the ninth annual Rose Ann 
Vuich Ethical Leadership Award.  

Mary Piona, who operates her family 
fruit stand in Selma, appeared in “The 
Women” at the 2nd Space Theatre in 
Fresno. 
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Jeff Tedford (1992), a former Fresno 
State quarterback, now football coach 
at Cal, helped lead the Golden Bears to 
a 45-10 victory over Texas A&M in the 
Holiday Bowl. 

Michael Villines (1990) was re-
elected to the California Assembly from 
the 29th District and was chosen by 
fellow Republicans as the Assembly 
minority leader.  

2007 directory available  

Thousands of Bulldog alumni supplied information 
to make the new “Fresno State Alumni Directory” 

as complete and up-to-date as possible.

Copies are available for $99 by calling 
800.877.6554 or in person by visiting the Smittcamp 
Alumni House. 
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Fred Stein LIFE  received the 
2006 Bulldog Foundation Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

Roger Story was elected president 
of the Fresno Hotel Motel Association.  

Billy Volek, who played quarterback 
at Fresno State, was traded to the San 
Diego Chargers last season after several 
years with the Tennessee Titans. 

Arthur Wiebe was recognized for his 
outstanding accomplishments as one 
of Tabor College’s 2006 Alumni Merit 
Award winners. 

By the numbers

2Generations of a family: 
Christian Hallaian (2003) and 

his father, Frank Hallaian (1972), 
who refurbished a historic three-story 
building in Clovis.

3Big Fresno Fair Board of Friends 
members: Walter Lauritzen 

(1956),  Nat Di Buduo  
(1972) LIFE  and Christopher 
Pacheco (1985).    

4 Ready for prime time: Jenifer 
(Greene) Alcorn, a 14-time 

boxing title holder, and Lorenzo 
Neal, a fullback with the San Diego 
Chargers, who appeared on the ABC-TV 
reality program “Wife Swap;” Tammy 
(Borek) Fuller, who was on NBC-
TV’s  quiz show “Deal or No Deal;” and 
Casey “The Underdog” Olson, 
MMA cagefighter, appeared on HDNet’s 
“Exposed.”

4 Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame 
2006 inductees who competed 

for Fresno State: Aaron Craver 
(football), a nine-season NFL 
competitor; the late Lori Gardner 
(softball)  a three-time All-American 
pitcher; Peter Verhoeven 
(basketball), who played in the 
National Basketball Association; and 
John Warkentin (track and field), 
the 1970 AAU national decathlon 
champion.

5Former Bulldogs working for 
Electronic Recyclers, which collects 

e-waste from the public at Fresno 
State; Kevin Dillon (2001), chief 

Tell us what you think and  
snag a Nano 

While you’ve probably enjoyed 
the Bulldog Fight Song and 

Alma Mater available on the Fresno 
State Alumni Association Web site 
fresnostatealumni.com, you sometimes 
need a musical change of pace.

We’re giving that opportunity to one lucky 
reader by offering an iPod Nano. All you 
have to do is send an e-mail to bulldogs@
fresnostatealumni.com with your name, 
regular mail and contact information, 
and answer the following question: 
What is your favorite part of FresnoState 
Magazine’s alumni section? 

Responses will be accepted through 
July 31, 2007, and will be used for 
promotional and information purposes. 
Those who participate will earn a chance 
to win the iPod Nano.

operating officer; Eric Rawn (2001), 
LIFE  chief technology officer; and 
sales executives Tisha Cerioni 
(2004), Angela Odell (2005) and 
Ryan Whittaker (2000). 

5 Women recognized as Top Ten 
Business and Professional  

Women of the Year by the Marjaree 
Mason Center: Paula (Shows) 
Castadio (1988),  Donna 
Gavello (1984),  Joanne 
(Bierbaum) Lippert, Lorraine 
(Andrew) Person (1943)  and 
Ashley (Newton) Swearengin 
(1994, 1997). 

11Fresno State grads working 
for Jeffery Scott Advertising in 

Fresno, which developed the new  
FSAA logo and award-winning slogan, 
“Your Bulldog connection. For life.” On 
the JSA staff: Bruce Batti (1977),   
Craig Cook (1998),   Suzanne  
Davis (1976),   Natalie  
DiBudio (2002),  Cathleen 
Figura (1991),  Lacy Fullmer 
(2003),  Pilar Graham (2006),   
Jackie Grazier (1984),   
Shantel Maiorana (2000),  
Kerry Sabbatini (2004)  and 
Jennifer Seita (2003).  

Engagements
Sawndra Carr (2005) and Gregory 
Goodman.

Ashly Hammer (2000) and Darren 
Wherry.

Kevin Phillips (2000) and Lori Dias.

Marriages
Carri Augenstein (1998) and 
Timothy Stansbury II on Nov. 4, 2006. 

Amy Barrow (2006)  and Robert 
Allaire (2004)  on June 24, 2006.  

Sandra Bryant (2001) and Javier 
Ventura Lopez on July 29, 2006.

Brooke Dennison (1999) and 
Natan Kircher on Aug. 29, 2006.

Stephanie Gugliemo  and Steve 
Lynch on Oct. 7, 2006.   

Web site remodeled for life 
membership campaign 

The Fresno State Alumni 
Association Web site,  

www.fresnostatealumni.com,  
will have a new look to coincide 
with the recently launched life 
membership campaign.

The modern design will include 
the new FSAA logo as well as life 
member profiles and testimonials 
that will rotate on a monthly basis.

The Web site will reinforce the 
association’s award-winning 
slogan, “Your Bulldog Connection. 
For Life.” 

Look for it this summer!

4
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Sarah (McCord) Hawkins (2004, 
MA 2005) and Benjamin Hawkins 
(2005) on June 10, 2006.

Rachel Jack (2002) and Kenneth 
Kimura on Jan. 6, 2007.  

Christopher William Johnston 
(2004) and Kalia Guthrie on Nov. 4, 
2006.  

Danielle Keir (2006)   and 
Matthew Fesser on July 29, 2006.  

Sabrina Lee (2003) and Scott 
Eastom on Sept. 2, 2006.  

Marie Lozano (2004) and George 
Garcia on Oct. 21, 2006.  

Amy Neff (1998) and Alex Balmanno 
on Oct. 8, 2006.  

Tiffanie Rowse (2006)  and 
Jonathan Lung (2004) on Sept. 30, 
2006.  

Darren Myers (1996) and Betsy 
Shivers Oct. 13, 2006.  

Henry T. Perea (2001) and Yahaira 
Garcia in August 2006.

Brian G. Pierce (2004) and Codi L. 
Dorrell on Aug. 26, 2006.

Tom (Jay) Pierson III (1984)   
and Julie Neuberger on Sept. 2, 2006. 

Vanessa Reed (2004) and Andrew 
Smith (2002) on May 21, 2006.  

Denika Rold (2006)  and Steven 
Nguyen on May 6, 2006.    

Courtney Roque (2004) and Angelo 
Bautista on Aug. 26, 2006.

Bethany Nicole Severns (2006)  
and Christopher Dean Golden on Sept. 
23, 2006.   

Corina Taylor (1999) LIFE  and 
Fred Jimenez on July 29, 2006. 

Jennifer Leigh Taff (2002) and 
Kevin Ray Smudrick on Nov. 4, 2006. 

Alliyson Tharp (2003) and Robert 
Medina in September 2006.  

Felicia Quarles (1991) and Lemarr 
Treadwell on Dec. 2, 2006.

Alumni of 
tomorrow
Derrick (2000)  and Amy DeGraw 
(2003)  gave birth to a daughter, 
Mary Louise, on Dec. 28, 2006.

Robin McGehee (1998)  and 
Katherine Adams gave birth to a 
daughter, Jackson McGehee-Adams, on 
June 24, 2006. 

Steven (1993) and Michelle 
(Pelchat) Perez (1993) gave birth 
to a son, Cayden Christopher, on Nov. 
22, 2005.(cq) 

Matthew (1994) and Cadee Peters 
gave birth to triplets, Emilee, Ashlee 
and Gracee, on Sept. 24, 2006.  

Brian and Moe Richburg gave birth 
to a daughter, Araxi Raquel, on March 
23, 2006.

Jeremy (1999) and Elizabeth 
Sasselli gave birth to a son, Matthew 
Ryan, on Feb. 7, 2006. 

Julie Wakefield (1996) and Timothy 
Hulse gave birth to a daughter, Scarlett 
Annabella, on Feb. 9, 2006. 

Write on!
If you’re looking for some additions to 
your home library, check out the literary 
efforts of these Bulldog alumni:

Michael Muscio (2005), whose 
novella, “Paisano’s Passion,” is about 
life-changing travels in Mexico. 

Daniel Silva (1983), who has 
published a string of best-selling novels 
and won critical acclaim from the 
Kansas City (Mo.) Star and Kalamazoo 
(Mich.) Gazette for his thriller, “The 
Messenger.” 

Jean (Bruce) Chaffee (1962),  
whose third children’s book, “Bubbles, 
Bulgy and Babies,” is about the 
hippopotamus family at Fresno’s 
Chaffee Zoo, which is named for her 
late husband.

D. James Smith (1978), whose 
second book, “Probably the World’s 
Best Story About a Dog and the Girl 
Who Loved Me,” was inspired by his 
childhood home in Fresno’s Tower 
District. 

i am fresno state! r u? 

T he newly launched Web site, 
iamfresnostate.com, serves 

as an online portal to connect 
and interconnect Fresno State 
students, faculty and staff, as 
well as future students, alumni 
and friends. 

By utilizing MySpace, members 
of the Fresno State extended 
family are connecting with each 
other throughout the nation and 
the world.

A recent sampling of 
iamfresnostate MySpace 
comments include:

•  �“DR. CARRIE” — 47, female, 
alumna; San Diego: “Hello 
Fresno State – my Alma Mater. 
I was Homecoming Queen at 
Fresno State in 1980, a Kappa 
Alpha Theta member, and 
graduated with a B.S. in Child 
Development/Pre-Med and 
minor in Chemistry. Now I’m a 
pediatrician and the author of 
three books. Go Bulldogs!”

•  �“JASON” — 23, male, alumnus; 
La Palma: “Business Admin-
Info Systems. Class of 2006. 
I am now a part of the Walt 
Disney Company, but I am and 
will always be Fresno State! Go 
Dogs!”

•  �“JOSEPH ‘TAZ’ SALAZAR” — 19, 
male, future student; Los 
Angeles: “I’m going to be a 
Fresno State Bulldog next fall!”

Additionally, the free, online 
video sharing platform, 
YouTube, offers several Fresno 
State informative videos, plus 
student produced videos of a 
professional quality. A recent 
campus video competition with 
the theme “I am Fresno State!” 
was held and the winners’ videos 
may be viewed on the Web site.

Are you Fresno State? If so, log 
on to iamfresnostate.com and let 
us know!
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Life membership packs more value  

T he Fresno State Alumni Association’s 
Board of Directors has implemented 

a major effort to attract life memberships 
and enhance the association’s ability 
to serve all members. The Alumni 
Association provides scholarships that 
support the Bulldog alumni of tomorrow.

Alumni who join as life members or 
current annual members who upgrade 
to life memberships can receive fleece 
apparel, online and event networking 
opportunities and invitations to events 
exclusive to life members. 

The December 2006 life member event, 
for example, featured men’s basketball 
coach Steve Cleveland. He answered 
questions from participants and hosted a 
private viewing of the men’s practice prior 
to the preseason game against Stanford. 

In the past dozen years, more than  
half a million dollars has been awarded 
to deserving Fresno State students 
through alumni-sponsored scholarships, 
the most of any alumni association in the 
23-campus California State University 
system. This tradition of alumni generosity 
will reach a milestone in fall 2007 at 
the Top Dog Alumni Awards Gala, when 
student scholarships worth more than 
$100,000 for the year will be distributed.

The life campaign is led by Sarah 
Woodward (2002), the new FSAA 
manager of membership and marketing, 
and membership coordinator Liz 
Salvador (2000). For information call 
559.278.ALUM or visit the Web site at 
fresnostatealumni.com.

Chris Terrence (1976),  who 
wrote “Across the Fields of Gold,” which 
details the life of Bob Mathias, the 
Tulare teen who became an Olympic 
decathlon gold medal winner, an actor 
and member of Congress. Mathias died 
last year in Fresno.

Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff 
(1979), whose children’s books include 
“John Muir,” “Stickeen: An Alaskan 
Adventure” and “The ABCs of Writing for 
Children,” which was a Writers Digest 
Featured Book Club selection. 

Jeffrey Eben (1985), whose 
autobiography, “How Many Wins Have 
You Had Today?” tells of his journey 
from devastating injury to success as a 
school principal.  

William Coate (1984), whose 
new book is “Twist in Time: History’s 
Mysteries Revealed.” 

Silvio Manno (1987), whose first 
book, “The Forestiere Underground 
Gardens: A Pictorial Journey,” explores 
how one man’s obsession that became 
a Fresno landmark.  

Janice Stevens (1993), who wrote 
the text for “Fresno’s Architectural 
Past,” which features watercolors of Pat 
Hunter. 

Gino Borges (1994),  who co-
authored “Binge Thinking: A Different 
Kind of College Hangover.” 

Laureen Vonnegut (1982), whose 
novel, “Oasis,” was published recently. 
She lives in Bucharest, Romania, and is 
co-producer of the film, “The Dot Man,” 
following on her success with “Stuff That 
Bear,” which appeared in more than 70 
of the world’s film festivals and won 15 
awards.

Lily Wang (2000), who wrote “Baby 
Haiku,” a collection of reader-friendly 
Zen poems celebrating love, life and 
children.

Retirements
Pamela Davies (1972) after 36 
years with the Fresno Unified School 
District.  

John Dixon (1971) LIFE  following 
a 33-year career in administration at 
the University of California, Davis. 

Lee Lockhart (1958) LIFE  as 
editor of The Business Journal in Fresno 
after six years. 

James Maples (1966) from his 
District 5 seat on the Tulare County 
Board of Supervisors. 

Sonia (Missirlian) Martin after 38 
years of teaching. 

A.J. Yates (1957) from 
undersecretary of the California 
Department of Food and Agriculture. He 
was a Top Dog Alumni Award winner. 

Anthony O’Geen (1966) from a 
38-year career in teaching at Bret Harte 
High School in Angels Camp. 

Shirley (McCarthy) Richards 
(1957) from a 50-year career in 
teaching, most recently at Sunnydale 
Elementary School in Lancaster.  

Ryan Turner (2004) as chief 
operating officer of Pacific Ethanol, a 
company he co-founded with his father-
in-law, Bill Jones (1971). LIFE 

Gary Washburn (1966) from the 
California Legislature as a district 
director. 

U.S. Rep. Jim Costa (1974), a 
Top Dog Alumni Award winner, 
is a life member of the Fresno 
State Alumni Association.
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BLASTS FROM THE PAST answers: 
1. Gary Yamamoto

2. Kermit Fenner and Jay York

3. Bulldog football coach Darryl 
Rogers

4. Larry Anderson and Jerry Heard

5. Marilyn Daniels is the Alpha Phi 
Alpha beauty

6. Jenny Lee Showalter

7. From left, Harry Karle, an 
adviser; Al Unruh, vice president; 
Larry Mettler, president; Pat 
Ricchiuti, reporter; and Vincent E. 
Petrucci, an adviser

8. Back row left to right: Judy 
Trumbly, Carol Mathews-Head, Ann 
Kovick; front row: Pat Williams, and 
Mary Lou King.

9. Carole Sarkisian

Staying connected 

Maintaining connections 
between Fresno State and 

alumni is a primary mission of the 
Fresno State Alumni Association. The 
Web site www.fresnostatealumni.com 
is the portal for virtual connections 
worldwide.

Popular components include the 
searchable, online alumni directory, 
as well as the opportunity to submit 
class notes in several categories.

Each month, the association also 
distributes The Bulldog Byte, an 
award-winning, e-mail newsletter 
with updates about campus 
news and happenings, Bulldog 
athletic events and class note 
submissions from alumni.

To receive The Bulldog Byte, 
register your e-mail address at the 
Web site.

In Memoriam
The following Fresno State Alumni 
Association members died between  
July 5, 2006, and Feb. 1, 2007:

William Gubser (1938) LIFE  died 
Aug. 16, 2006. At Fresno State, he 
competed in the low and high hurdle 
events for the track and field team. He 
taught at Cornell Elementary School in 
Albany for 30 years before retiring. 

Eileen May Grubb (1971) LIFE  died 
Sept. 8, 2006. She retired from the J.C. 
Penney personnel department. 

John Richard Lanotte  died Aug.14, 
2006. He was jeweler for 55 years and 
owned Gold and Gems Diamond Co. in 
Fresno.  

Alfred William Rumley Jr. (1946)
 died July 16, 2006. He enlisted in 

the Army Air Corps reserve program, 
was called to duty in his senior year at 
Fresno State and assigned to the 22nd 
Tactical Air Command 12th Air Force in 
Italy. After his discharge in 1945, Mr. 
Rumley completed his bachelor’s degree 
in history at Fresno State, then obtained 
a master’s from Stanford in 1951. He 
taught at Fresno’s Edison High School 
and at Fresno City College. 

Rose (Arkelian) Shamlin (1938)  
died July 10, 2006. She worked at Fresno 
State for more than 30 years.

Katherine (Andreis) Yenger (1942) 
LIFE  died July 30, 2006. She was an 
elementary school teacher in Stratford.  

See additional “In Memoriam” news at  
www.fresnostatealumni.com.
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Fresno names parks to honor two alumni

T he city of Fresno is honoring 
Fresno State alumni Al Radka 

and Todd Beamer with neighborhood 
parks in memory of two men whose 
experiences on campus were 
distinctly different.

Mr. Radka, a World War II-era football 
star and student president who 
became a Fresno broadcasting icon, 
was a tireless supporter of Fresno 
State, the community and local 
sports. He died in 2005 at age 89.

Former Fresno Mayor Dan Whitehurst 
said Mr. Radka “loved Fresno and 
made it fun to be here. He was 
everybody’s favorite uncle, who  
wore goofy hats and hammed it up 
for the kids. He was a part of our 

lives … something Fresno people 
had in common.”

While Mr. Radka was connected 
with the university over part of 
eight decades, Mr. Beamer was on 
campus just two semesters. He, 
too, was an athlete and was listed 
on the 1987 Bulldog baseball 
roster.

He’s best known for his heroism 
as a passenger on United Flight 
93 on Sept. 11, 2001. When 
passengers stormed the cockpit 
to thwart hijackers from attacking 
Washington, D.C., Mr. Beamer, 
32, could be heard on an open 
telephone line saying, “Are you 
ready, guys? Let’s roll.” 

Important privacy choice
You have the right to control whether 
we share your name, address and 
electronic mail address with our 
affinity partners (companies that 
we partner with to offer products or 
services to our alumni). Please read 
the following information carefully 
before you make your choice below:

Your rights
You have the following rights to 
restrict the sharing of your name, 
address and electronic mail 
address with our affinity partners. 
This form does not prohibit us from 
sharing your information when we 
are required to do so by law. This 
includes sending you information 
about the alumni association, the 
university or other products or 
services.

Your choice
Restrict Information Sharing With 
Affinity Partners: 
Unless you say “NO,” we may share 
your name, address and electronic 
mail address with our affinity 

partners. Our affinity partners 
may send you offers to purchase 
various products or services that we 
may have agreed they can offer in 
partnership with us.

Time-sensitive reply
You may decide at any time that 
you do not want us to share 
your information with our affinity 
partners. Your choice marked 
here will remain unless you state 
otherwise. However, if we do not 
hear from you, we may share your 
name, address and electronic mail 
address with our affinity partners.

If you decide that you do not want 
to receive information from our 
partners, you may do one of the 
following:

1.  Reply electronically by  
visiting our Web site at  
www.fresnostatealumni.com and 
clicking on the “SB 569” link.

2.  Fill out, sign and fax the form to 
559.278.6790.

3.  Call 559. 278.ALUM or call  
toll-free 866.378.DOGS. 

4.  Fill out, sign and send back this 
form to us at the following address 
(you may want to make a copy for 
your records).

Fresno State Alumni Association
ATTN: SB 569
2625 E. Matoian Way SH124
Fresno, CA 93740-8000

SB 569

Please print clearly and complete this information below to 
ensure accurate processing of your request.

c  NO, Please do not share my name, address and electronic mail 
address with your affinity partners. 

First name

Last name

Address

Current e-mail address

Daytime telephone

Signature	 Date

Now these two alumni, famed 
for very different things and with 
different connections to Fresno 
State, will have beautiful parks to 
remind us of their contributions.

Radka Park, opened earlier this 
year at Fowler and Belmont 
avenues, includes two youth 

Al Radka Todd Beamer

baseball fields. Beamer Park, 
under construction at Maple and 
Plymouth avenues, will be home 
to a skate park and soccer field.
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B ill Shaughnessy’s business career started 
somewhere around the eighth grade in the same 

place many local success stories have begun – inside 
a sweltering-hot fruit packing shed during a blazing 
San Joaquin Valley summer day. 

Today, at 42, he’s come a long way, on a career path 
that ran right through Fresno State. 

Shaughnessy is general manager of Microsoft’s Digital 
Advertising Solutions Business Group, responsible 
for the tech giant’s online advertising strategy and 
marketing. (If you are an advertiser who needs to 
reach hundreds of millions of consumers via MSN, 
Xbox Live, Windows Live and Office Live, he’s the guy 
to talk to.)

It’s work truly global in scope. Don’t even bother 
asking how many frequent-flyer miles he’s racked up.

“I can tell you my passport needs extra pages for all 
the visas I needed in the past year or so,” he says with 
a laugh. But all that travel tells him something, too.

“The world is pretty diverse, and there is no “cookie 
cutter” for who runs the top businesses,” says the 

1987 marketing grad and last year’s Fresno State 
Alumni Association Top Dog Award recipient for the 
Craig School of Business. Shaughnessy was citing a 
Wall Street Journal article that found the vast majority 
of American CEOs come from public institutions such 
as his alma mater.

“That reinforces some of the things I’ve been 
experiencing here at Microsoft,” he says. 

Fellow Fresno Staters are among his coworkers and a 
Theta Chi fraternity brother lives down the road from 
Shaughnessy, wife, Patty, and their children, Claire and 
Liam, in Medina, Wash.

The article also reinforces his Bulldog vision.

With the tech industry largely West Coast-based, 
Shaughnessy says Fresno State can represent 
regionally by contributing a steady supply of  
well-trained minds to the workforce. 

 “Fresno State will play an important role in this 
regard,” he says. “We don’t need to be a pure research 
institution. There’s research for research sake, then 
there’s applied research, which is where things 

actually happen in the commercial world. That’s what’s 
going on at Fresno State right now.”

A former professor remembers Shaughnessy as just 
that kind of forward – often counterintuitive – thinker. 

“He would always ask a different-viewpoint type 
question like, ‘Do you think consumers ask questions 
in their minds about whether they are making a 
good decision or not?’” recalls Dr. Bill Rice, one of 
Shaughnessy’s favorite teachers from the old days.

Nor does it surprise Rice that an outside-the-box 
thinker like Shaughnessy has risen to the top of his 
profession, saying, “There are students for whom it 
isn’t a question of ‘if’ but ‘when.’” 

Shaughnessy says he loves what he does, often 
working from home and clocking in before the family 
is up. In his limited downtime, he plays golf, enjoys 
watching his kids play sports and reads with a passion 
– particularly history and biographies.

“I love discovering what makes people tick,” he says. “I 
love absorbing information and making sense of it. It’s 
what I do for a living, too.”

In recent years Shaughnessy also has been giving his 
time to the National Board of Visitors, tasked in part 
with raising the university’s profile. The Campaign for 
Fresno State is a great place to start, he says.

“It captures what the university is today and what 
it aspires to become,” he says. “What I’ve been 
impressed with is the commitment of Dr. Welty and his 
leadership team.”

Shaughnessy’s parents and two of four siblings still 
live in Clovis years after his father retired from his own 
globetrotting career in international banking. It was a 
childhood on the go that gave Shaughnessy his global 
outlook on life and willingness to give back to the 
community in which he has roots.

“My experiences of living overseas as a kid prepared 
me well, and I view it as gift my parents gave me,” he 
says. “I tell my dad that all the time.”  g

Globe-trotting alum sees important role  
for Fresno State

Graham Moes is a freelance writer in Clovis.

By Graham Moes
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By Doug Hansen

About 12 years ago, 
before my husband and I 
moved to Fresno, we had 
a lovely old jacaranda 
tree in our San Diego 
yard. It was so big that 
I couldn’t get my arms 
around the trunk. In the 
spring, when it bloomed, 
it would completely 
cover our front porch 
and driveway with purple 
blooms. I loved to sit 
underneath its wonderful 
lacy leaves and let all 
my worries melt away, 
clear my thoughts and 
make plans for the next 
day.  There are only a 
couple of jacaranda in 
Fresno, but I am filled 
with wonderful memories 
whenever I see one.

Lynn Traber, administrative 
assistant in the Department 
of Military Science, has 
worked at Fresno State for 
11 years. 

Jacaranda mimosifolia
This jacaranda is on the south side  
of the Madden Library. It is painted  
in opaque watercolor on colored  
mat board.

Tree Portraits appears in FresnoState Magazine. Illustrator Doug Hansen 
teaches in the university’s Department of Art and Design.

The Fresno State campus, which has 4,000 trees, was officially 
designated an arboretum in 1978. If you’d like to write about a favorite 
tree at the university and have it illustrated for Tree Portraits, contact 
Hansen at dhansen@csufresno.edu or 559.278.2817.
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The jacaranda is native to South 
America but has found a home in 
warm climates around the world. 
The foliage is a delicate, lacy, 
compound leaf. The woody, pod-
like fruit is illustrated above.
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TRANSFORMING OUR CAMPUS

A pedestrian-friendly Fresno State with a grand entry that invites the community into the university’s academic heart is envisioned 
in preliminary sketches from a new master plan to guide growth for the next few decades. Included in the master plan are numerous 
environment-sustaining initiatives, an ambitious building program to accommodate 30,000 students and facilities that honor the 
university’s commitment to the New California. Page 14
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