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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors

Executive Board: 
President Judy Sharp Bennett LIFE,  
Past President Valerie Vuicich (BA 1979) 
LIFE, Vice President/Alliances and 
Leadership Development Doug Yavanian 
(BA 1965) LIFE, VP/Alumni House 
Richard Whitten, MD (BS 1961) LIFE,  VP/ 
Finance Brad Fischer (BS 1981) LIFE, VP 
Membership and Marketing Clyde Ford (BS 
1980, MBA 1984) LIFE, VP/Special Events 
Maureen Lewis (BS 1995) LIFE

At-large directors: 
Lauren Chalmers (BA 2005) LIFE, Mel Dias 
(BA 1971) LIFE, Caroline (Cuadros) Edwards 
(BA 1965, MA ’90) LIFE,  Bret Engelman 
(BS 1996, BS ’99) LIFE, April Fernandez 
(BA 2004), Warren Fortier (BS 1996, MBA 
’98) LIFE, Frank Gallegos (BA 1987), Diana 
Gomez (BA 1988) LIFE, Karri Hammerstrom 
(MPA 1997) LIFE, Betsy Kimball (BS 1973) 
LIFE, Carol Machado (BA 1970) LIFE, 
Suzanne Moreno Alvarado (BA 1989, MBA 
2000) LIFE, Stephen Ortega (BA 1990, MBA 
2005) LIFE, Dr. Arthur A. Parham (BS 1971) 
LIFE (faculty), Rosendo Pena (BA 1977) 
LIFE, Deborah (Koligian) Poochigian (BS 
1974) LIFE, Diana Sorondo (BA 1991) LIFE, 
Adam Stirrup (BA 2003, MA ’05) LIFE

Ex-of�cio members: 
University President Dr. John D. Welty; Vice 
President, University Advancement Dr. Peter 
N. Smits; Fresno State Alumni Asociation 
Executive Director Jacquelyn Glasener 
(MA 2002) LIFE; Associated Students Inc. 
President Graham Wahlberg 

Association staff: 
Executive Director Jacquelyn Glasener, 
Associate Director Sarah Woodward (BA 
2002) LIFE, Alumni Outreach Administrator 
Katie Johnson (BA 2003) LIFE, Interim 
Of�ce Manager Elizabeth (Ragandac) 
Salvador (BA 2000), Membership Data 
Coordinator Denise Nunez, Smittcamp 
Alumni House Manager Lois May, Programs 
and Events Assistant Peggy Ramos, Student 
Assistants - Natalie Dennis. Lia Bigano, 
Sarah Mohr

CONTACT INFORMATION
Fresno State Alumni Association
California State University, Fresno
Smittcamp Alumni House
2625 E. Matoian Way SH124
Fresno, CA 93740-8000
Telephone: 559.278.2586
Fax: 559.278.6790
Online and links to Twitter, Facebook  
and LinkedIn social networks:  
www.fresnostatealumni.com

The Fresno State Alumni Association 
receives photos from alumni who are 
visiting or working in places around the world.

They’re people like:

Katie Harrington (2008), who received a Bachelor of 
Science in kinesiology and promptly departed for London 
on a trip that was a graduation gift from her parents. 

Shiena Polehn (1969), who taught English as a second 
language for 25 years and has traveled the world 
enthusiastically thanks to the inspiration of two Fresno 
State geography professors. “Dr. Richard Montgomery 
explained the U.S. college system to me (I came from 
England) and Dr. Chester Cole set his alarm clock for the 
wee hours of the morning to talk to the registrar of my 
British college and pry out another 12 units of credit for 
me,” says Polehn. She’s been to the ends of the earth, 
including Antarctica where she posed with a whale 
skeleton.

Air Force Lt. Col. Robert S. Spalding (1993), who 
brought a Bulldog �ag into the military cafeteria in 
Baghdad, Iraq, to join �ags from other American colleges.

Chris Housepian (2004), who showed his Bulldog pride 
on the Ponte Vecchio in Florence, Italy, where he traveled 
on his honeymoon. 

Army Maj. Kevin Polosky (1998), who writes from 
Afghanistan, where he displayed a shirt celebrating the 
Bulldogs’ baseball national championship: “I wouldn’t 
change what I do for the world, and I have the most 
supportive understanding family a person could ask for. 
Being able to support my country, and the tremendous 
soldiers I serve next to every day is truly an amazing 
experience that is hard to put into words. I hope and  
pray that in some small way I can make a difference in 
places like Afghanistan and Iraq, and in the lives of the 
soldiers with whom I serve. I have been a huge Bulldog 
fan for a long time, starting when my brother arrived  
at Fresno State.”

FresnoState Magazine wants to encourage alumni bringing their Bulldog pride to special places 
in the U.S. and beyond. So this issue we’re launching “Off the leash,” where we’ll display your 
displays of pride. Photo at the top of the page was taken by a proud alumna in Hawaii. 

E-mail (llarson@csufresno.edu) jpg-format images that are at least 300 dpi (higher resolutions 
better) showing where in the world you are.

Chris Housepian

Shiena Polehn

Katie Harrington
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Tree portraits
Saucer magnolia - Magnolia x soulangiana
This tree on the east side of the  
Thomas Administration Building  
displays a shower of blossoms,  
signaling spring’s imminent  
approach. The picture  
is painted in opaque 
watercolor on colored 
mat board.

Illustrator Doug Hansen teaches in the university’s Department of Art and Design  
and is the author and illustrator of the recently published “Mother Goose in California.”

The Fresno State campus, with about 4,000 trees, was designated an arboretum in 1978.  
We invite the campus community and alumni to write about a favorite tree at Fresno State  
to be illustrated in “Tree portraits.” Contact Hansen at dhansen@csufresno.edu or 559.278.2817.

The large, 
goblet-shaped 
flowers have  
a silky exterior.

Each January, new buds 
appear on the bare limbs 
of my favorite tree by the 
Thomas Administration 
Building. About a month later, 
the buds become a cheerful 
mass of showy large white, 
tulip-shaped flowers tinged 
with pink and purple. Flowers 
are followed by light green 
leaves that shade bedding 
plants in summer and 
then dry out and fall off in 
November. This annual cycle 
reminds me of the rhythm of 
the academic year: each year 
is a new version of the same 
events in a similar time frame.   

Sydney Jackson is the 
director of Governmental 
Relations at Fresno State.
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