CSUF NISEI COLLEGE DIPLOMA SPEECH 5/20/10



THANK YOU, VICE PRESIDENT OLIARO, FOR YOUR KIND INTRODUCTION.   I AM HONORED TO ADD MY WELCOME TO THE HONOREES AND THEIR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS.  SPECIAL GREETINGS TO MY COUSIN,  DR. DONNA (ARASE) UYEHARA REPRESENTING HONOREE, HAROLD ARASE, AND KIKUYE IKEDA, UNCLE HAROLD’S SISTER AND MY MOTHER.


PRESIDENT WELTY, MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES, MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE, FACULTY AND STAFF OF CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESNO, ON BEHALF OF THE JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE AND THE BROADER COMMUNITY, THANK YOU FOR HONORING THE NISEI WHOSE EDUCATIONS WERE INTERRUPTED BY INTERNMENT DURING WORLD WAR II. THIS CEREMONY HELPS RESTORE THE DIGNITY AND HONOR OF LOYAL AMERICANS WRONGFULLY REMOVED FROM THEIR SCHOOLS, HOMES, FARMS, BUSINESSES AND CAREERS.  THEY WERE HELD AGAINST THEIR WILLS BY THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT, OUR GOVERNMENT, WITHOUT CHARGES OR TRIAL.  THEIR ONLY CRIME WAS THEY LOOKED LIKE THE ENEMY.



AS A SANSEI, I THANK THE NISEI FOR THEIR SACRIFICES, PERSEVERANCE AND PATRIOTISM. YOU PAVED THE WAY FOR A BETTER LIFE FOR YOUR FAMILIES AND FUTURE GENERATIONS.  YOU HAVE MADE OUR SUCCESSES POSSIBLE.  WE ARE GRATEFUL THAT YOU TAUGHT US TO SET HIGH GOALS, GET A GOOD EDUCATION, WORK HARD, PLAY BY THE RULES AND LOVE THIS COUNTRY AND ITS IDEALS.  



ON BEHALF OF THE JAPANESE AMERICAN COMMUNITY, I ALSO WISH TO THANK OUR MANY FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS WHO HELPED THE JAPANESE AMERICANS DURING THE WAR.  THEIR ACTS OF COMPASSION AND KINDNESS DURING THE WORST OF TIMES INSPIRE US STILL.  ONE OF THOSE STORIES OF COMPASSION INVOLVES DR. MASAO YAMAMOTO OF CLOVIS AND DEAN TROY DANIELS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO, SCHOOL OF PHARMACY.  UNCLE MAS WAS IN HIS FINAL YEAR AT PHARMACY SCHOOL IN 1942.  THERE WERE EIGHT NISEI IN HIS CLASS.  DEAN DANIELS MET WITH GENERAL JOHN L. DEWITT, COMMANDER OF THE WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND WHO ISSUED THE ORDERS ESTABLISHING CURFEWS, TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS, EXCLUSION FROM THE WEST COAST AND INTERNMENT OF JAPANESE AMERICANS.  DEAN DANIELS EMPLORED GENERAL DEWITT TO EXEMPT HIS PHARMACY STUDENTS, PERSONALLY VOUCHING THAT THEY WERE GOOD AND LOYAL AMERICANS.  WHEN GENERAL DEWITT REFUSED, DEAN DANIELS ACCELERATED THEIR STUDIES AND ARRANGED FOR THE NISEI TO TAKE THEIR STATE LICENSING EXAMS EARLY SO THEY COULD COMPLETE THEIR DEGREES AND BECOME LICENSED PHARMACISTS BEFORE REPORTING TO INTERNMENT SITES.  HE EVEN ARRANGED SAFE PASSAGE FOR THE NISEI TO RETURN TO THEIR COMMUNITIES DESPITE THE TRAVEL AND CURFEW RESTRICTIONS.  UNCLE MAS, WHO GRADUATED FIRST IN HIS CLASS, WAS RELIEVED AND GRATEFUL THAT HE WOULD BE READY TO ASSUME HIS CAREER SOMEDAY.  HE EVENTUALLY BECAME DIRECTOR OF PHARMACY HERE IN FRESNO AT VALLEY MEDICAL CENTER, WHERE HE SERVED FOR NEARLY FOUR DECADES, AND AS DIRECTOR OF PHARMACY AT VALLEY CHILDRENS HOSPITAL.  HE ALSO BECAME A CLINCIAL INSTRUCTOR FOR HIS ALMA MATER, UCSF, AT VMC.  HE TAUGHT AND MENTORED MANY OF THE PHARMACISTS WHO  PRACTICE IN THE VALLEY.  MAS, 90 YEARS YOUNG, RECEIVED AN HONORARY DEGREE FROM UCSF AT A NISEI COLLEGE DIPLOMA CEREMONY IN DECEMBER 2009. 

HERE AT THIS INSTITUTION, MARY C. BAKER, DEAN OF WOMEN, AND DR. HUBERT PHILLIPS COURAGEOUSLY SPOKE OUT IN SUPPORT OF JAPANESE AMERICANS WHEN PUBLIC SENTIMENT TURNED AGAINST THEM AFTER THE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR.  DEAN BAKER PROTESTED THE INTERNMENT ORDERS, HELPED PLACE STUDENTS IN SCHOOLS IN THE MIDWEST AND EAST AND DEFENDED THE ISSEI AND NISEI’S RIGHT TO RETURN TO THE WEST COAST.  THE JAPANESE AMERICAN COMMUNITY REMEMBERED THEIR ACTS OF COMPASSION AND ESTABLISHED THE MARY C BAKER ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP AND CONTRIBUTED TO THE EXISTING DR. HUBERT PHILLIP ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP IN THE 1960’S.  THOSE SCHOLARSHIPS ARE STILL AWARDED HERE AT CSU, FRESNO.


THE AMERICAN FRIEND SERVICES COMMITTEE HELPED JAPANESE AMERICANS LEAVE THE WAR RELOCATION CENTERS TO WORK OR GO TO SCHOOL IN THE INTERIOR.  ONE OF THOSE STUDENTS WAS ENID OKAWARA, A SOPHOMORE AT FRESNO STATE COLLEGE IN 1942.  WITH THE HELP OF THE QUAKERS, SHE COMPLETED HER UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE AT OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY ALBEIT AFTER A TWO YEAR DELAY.  ENID’S FATHER, TOM OKAWARA, WAS THE FIRST JAPANESE AMERICAN ATTORNEY IN FRESNO.  HE ALONG WITH DR. TOM YATABE AND FIVE OTHERS, FOUNDED THE AMERICAN LOYALTY LEAGUE IN 1918.  THE A.L.L. WAS A PREDECESSOR TO THE JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE FOUNDED IN 1929, WHICH IS THE OLDEST AND LARGEST ASIAN AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANIZATION IN AMERICA.

CHARLES PASHAYAN WAS ONE OF MANY NEIGHBORS WHO TOOK CARE OF THE FARMS OF THE ISSEI AND NISEI DURING THE WAR YEARS.  HE RETURNED MINORU OMATA’S FARM TO HIM AFTER THE WAR FOR THE AGREED PRICE OF $1.  FOUR DECADES LATER, CHARLES’ SON, CONGRESSMAN CHIP PASHAYAN, BECAME THE FIRST REPUBLICAN CO-SPONSOR OF THE REDRESS BILL THAT RECOGNIZED THE INJUSTICE OF INTERNMENT.  THE PASHAYAN FAMILY WILL BE HONORED WITH JACL’S “SPIRIT OF COMPASSION AWARD” AT THE DISTRICT’S NEXT DAY OF REMEMBRANCE BANQUET ON FEBRUARY 20, 2011, IN FRESNO.



IT IS A GREAT NATION THAT CAN ADMIT ITS MISTAKES, MAKE AMENDS AND 



STRIVE TO LIVE UP TO ITS HIGHEST IDEALS.    THAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF THE CIVIL LIBERTIES 

ACT OF 1988, WHICH PROVIDED FOR A PRESIDENTIAL APOLOGY TO JAPANESE AMERICANS 


WHOSE RIGHTS WERE STRIPPED FROM THEM DURING WORLD WAR II.  THIS CEREMONY 


CONTINUES THE HEALING PROCESS AND INSPIRES HOPE FOR THE FUTURE.   LET US RENEW 


THE DECLARATION THAT ALL AMERICANS ARE ENDOWED WITH THE UNALIENABLE RIGHTS TO 

“LIFE, LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS.” LET US RECOMMIT OURSELVES TO 



FORM “A MORE PERFECT UNION” WITH EQUAL JUSTICE FOR ALL UNDER THE LAW.  LET US 


WORK TOGETHER TO CREATE A SOCIETY WHERE EACH PERSON HAS THE OPPORTUNITY TO 


ACHIEVE HIS OR HER 
HIGHEST POTENTIAL AS JUST, PRODUCTIVE AND CONTRIBUTING 



MEMBERS.


FINALLY, TO THE HONOREES, CONGRATULATIONS ON THIS SPECIAL DAY AND FOR LEADING EXEMPLARY LIVES.
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